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United States Department of the Interior 


BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Farmington District Office 
1235 La Plata Highway, Suite A 
Farmington, New Mexico 87401 


IN REPLY REFER TO: 


8100 (07600) 


Resource Management Plan Reader: 


This Draft Cultural Resource Area of Critical Environmental Concern Resource Management Plan 
Amendment has been prepared to add 44 Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) to protect and 
preserve cultural/historic resources. The cultural/historic resources include sites of world and national 
significance including Chacoan Anasazi outliers and roads, Navajo pueblitos and forked-stick hogans, 
petroglyph and pictographs, historic sites, and a Native American sacred area. These sites are just a 
sample of the unique cultural resources the Farmington District is committed to protect. The plan is being 
prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) 
of 1976 and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 for land use planning for public 
lands. 


Areas of Critical Environmental Concern are land designations unique to the BLM. The purpose of 
ACECs is to recognize, protect, and manage unique or sensitive resources or potential hazards to the 
public. ACECs may be either natural or cultural features. Sites under this plan would receive management 
and protection based on their unique needs, focusing on ensuring protection and preservation of the sites 
for future generations. Cultural sites are a non-renewable resource. Once they are damaged or destroyed 
through a variety of sources including natural deterioration, excavation or illegal activity, they are lost 
forever. ACEC designation will direct the limited funds available for preservation actions, including 
stabilization, and aid in preventing damage into the ACEC. 


Most of the proposed ACECs are less than 50 acres and are located in the Gobernador - Largo Canyon 
drainages. The Chacoan outliers and roads, except for Morris 41, are primarily located south of NM 44 
in the central poition of the San Juan Basin and are generally larger than 100 acres. 


A public meeting in scheduled for February 10, 1998. The meeting is to brief the public on the proposed 
Management Plan Amendment and will be held at the Farmington District Office between 1:00 - 2:30 and 
7:00 - 8:30 PM. All public comments must be submitted in writing and post-marked no latter than March 
11, 1998. 


Written comments should be submitted to Joel Farrell, Assistant District Manager of Lands and Renewable 
Resources at Farmington District Bureau of Land Management, 1235 La Plata Highway, Farmington, NM 
87401. If you have any questions concerning proposed management of cultural/historic resources contact 
Peggy Gaudy, Archaeologist at (S05) 599-6337. 


Sincerely, 








CULTURAL RESOURCE AREAS OF CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN (ACEC) 
Resource Management Plan Amendment 
PRELIMINARY FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 





The proposed action is to amend the Farmington Resource Management Plan for the purpose of 
designating 41 new Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC), expand the boundaries of three 
existing Special Management Areas and designating them as ACECs, and adding provisions for the 
protection and preservation of resources within these ACECs. These provisions include limitations to 
vehicle use; mineral leasing, sales and development; issuance of lands permits including rights-of-way; 
Closure to other land laws; land acquisition; site protection measures; and Visual Resource 
Management. 


The proposed action will assist in managing and protecting the cultural, visual and biological resources 
found in the 44 ACECs by removing or limiting surface-disturbing activities. The proposed limitations 
of resource use would have little effect to the public in terms of lost resource development 
Opportunities. 


Based on the analysis of the potential environmental impacts for the alternatives considered in the 
attached Environmental Assessment, the BLM determined that impacts to the human environment are 
not expected to be significant. Therefore, an environmental impact statement is not required. 
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Introduction 


Location 


The Farmington District of the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) is located in northwest New 
Mexico. It encompasses approximately 5 million 
acres Of varied land status (public, private, state, 
Indian allotted, and Tribal Trust). Of these 
approximately 1.5 million acres are federal 
public lands, and 2.26 million acres of federal 
minerals are administered by the BLM in the 
Farmington District. 


Purpose, Need and Scope of Docu- 
ment 


During the preparation and signing of the 1988 
Farmington Resource Management Plan (RMP) 
(USDI, BLM 1988), the Bureau of Land Man- 
agement, Farmington District Office (FDO), 
identified cultural resources for consideration and 
designation as Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACECs) or Special Management Areas 
(SMAs). The RMP designated 41 sites in 12 
ACECs and 29 SMAs (refer to page 5-29 in the 
RMP). They included multiple properties under 
the themes of Navajo Refugee Sites, Native 
American Traditional Use and Sacred Sites, and 
Chacoan Outliers Sites. Individual sites or 
communities including East Side Rincon Site, 
Chacra Mesa Complex, and Farmer’s Arroyo Site 
were also designated. 


Since 1988 additional sites in the above classes 
have been identified through field inventory and 
Other sites have been acquired through land 
exchanges. In addition, current ACECs and 
SMAs do not adequately represent the broader 
variety of sites in the Farmington District includ- 
Navajo habitations, and historic sites. 


In order to better represent the variety of sites 
within the Farmington District and to provide 
increased management and protection of these 


sites, this RMP Amendment has been prepared. 
This RMP Amendment will address a proposal 
for designating 37 sites as ACECs. This in- 
Cludes eight Chacoan Outliers, three prehistoric 
Chacoan Roads ACECs that encompass nine 
parcels, nine Navajo Refugee (Pueblito) Sites, 
two Navajo Habitation Sites (non-pueblito), 
fifteen Petroglyph and Pictograph Sites, six 
Historic Sites and a Native American Traditional 
Use and Sacred Area (refer to Map 1 and Ap- 
pendix A). 


The long-term protection of these sites is neces- 
Sary to insure they are protected for future 
generations of researchers, for public enjoyment 
and for Native American sacred site use. Long- 
term protection of these cultural sites will require 
amending the 1988 RMP to address issues such 
as mineral development, Off-highway Vehicle 
(OHV) designation and management, fuel wood 
usage, lands issues, and Visual Resource Man- 
agement (VRM) designation. 


Planning Process and Conformance 


Areas proposed for designation as ACECs must 
be considered and analyzed in the Bureau’s land 
use planning process. A part of the RMP is it’s 
amendments. Three amendments have been 
approved since completion of the RMP in 1988. 
They are (1) the Albuquerque District Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Final Environ- 
mental Impact Statement Oil and Gas Leasing 
and Development, December 1991 (USDI, BLM 
1991) for oil and gas leasing and stipulations; (2) 
the Farmington Proposed Resource Management 
Plan Amendment/Environmenial Assessment, Off- 
Highway Vehicle Use, April 1995 (USDI, BLM 
1995a); and (3) the Glade Run Trail System Off- 
Highway Vehicle Farmington Resource Manage- 
ment Plan Amendment/Environmental Assess- 
ment, April 1995 (USDI, BLM 1995b). 


The proposed action is consistent with the re 























































































































source objectives identified in the current RMP 
for cultural sites. The proposed action of desig- 
nating the sites as ACECs through land use 
planning will be in conformance with the RMP. 


The decision to amend the current RMP is 
consistent with the guidance mandated by the 
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 
1976, which states: 


"The Secretary shall, with public in- 
‘ volvement and consistent with the terms 
and conditions of this Act, develop, 
maintain, and, when appropriate, revise 
land use plans which provide by tracts or 
areas for the use of public lands regard- 
‘less of whether such lands previously 
had been classified, withdrawn, set aside, 
or otherwise designated for one or more 
uses." [90 Stat 2743, Sec 202(a)]. 


Further guidance and authority is contained 
under Title 43 of the Code of Federal Regula- 
tions (CFR), Subpart 1610.5-5 - Amendment, 
which states: 


"A resource management plan may be 
Changed through amendment. An amend- 
ment shall be initiated by the need to 
consider monitoring and evaluation 
findings, new data, new or revised pol- 


icy, a change in circumstances or pro- 
posed action that may result in a change 
in the scope of resource uses or a change 
in the terms, conditions and decisions of 
the approved plan." 


Finally, a recent Executive Order directs federal 
agencies to include protection of traditional use 
and sacred areas. 


Plan Consistency 


The BLM’s planning regulations require that the 
RMPs will have "consistency with officially 
approved or adopted resource related plans, and 
the policies and procedures contained therein, of 
Other federal agencies, state and local govern- 
ments, and Indian tribes, so long as the guidance 
and resource management plans are also consis- 
tent with the purpose, policies and programs of 
federal laws and regulations, applicable to public 
lands..." (43 CFR 1610.3-20). To ensure such 
consistency, plans were solicited from federal, 
State, and local agencies and groups as well as 
tribal governments. No inconsistencies have 
been identified between this document and these 


other plans. 














Planning Issues and Criteria 


An issue is an opportunity, conflict, or problein 
regarding the use or management of public lands 
and resources. The issues were identified by 
BLM resource specialists and discussions with 
Other agencies and concerned citizens. Planning 
Criteria are the standards, rules, and measures 
used in collecting data and formulating plan 
alternatives; they guide final plan selection. 
Planning criteria are taken from appropriate laws 
and regulations, guidance found in BLM manuals 
and directives, and concerns expressed by the 
public and other agencies. The BLM planning 
regulations in 43 CFR Part 1600 equate land use 
planning with problem solving and issue resolu- 
tion. Not all problems can be resolved through 
land use planning. Some may require changes in 
policy, budget or law. 


The following issues and their associated plan- 
ning criteria have been identified for resolution 
in this amendment. 


Issue 1: Determine if cultural values, resources 
and sites meet the criteria for proposed ACEC 
designation. 


The planning criteria for issue 1 are based on (1) 
determining the relevance and importance of 
each site for designation as a proposed ACEC 
and (2) further consideration in a land use plan 
for formal ACEC designation (refer to Appendix 
B). 


Issue 2: Determine if existing management 
constraints by other resource programs and uses 
are proper and sufficient to protect potential 
ACEC for cultural values, resources and sites. 


Issue 3: Identify existing and future management 
constraints (land use policy, objectives and 


actions) mecessary to protect proposed ACEC 
Cultural values, resources and sites. 


The planning criteria for issues 2 and 3 are 
concerned with determining (1) if continued 


management, where it applies, will adequately 
protect and preserve cultural ACECs and (2) the 
implementability of cultural management con- 
Straints and objectives with other resource pro- 
gram policy, objectives and actions. This in- 
cluded identifying (1) the amount of resource 
(acreage) that is or is not being used, (2) areas 
where resource use is occurring Or is projected to 
occur, and (3) areas where resource use is occur- 
ring or could occur with cultural management 
constraints. Criteria for issue 3 are also based on 
identifying protective measures to prevent deteri- 
oration of the cultural resource and the surround- 
ing parcel. Measures will also be developed for 
long-term preservation of the sites and cultural 
resources. 


Issue 4: Determine the impact of future cultural 
management constraints on other resource pro- 
grams and uses. 


Criteria for issue 4 are based on identifying (1) 
the amount of other resources that would not be 
available for future use and (2) the least restric- 
tive cultural management constraints on resource 
uses and programs that would still protect the 
Cultural resource values of proposed ACECs. 


Issue 5: Determine if the “open to oil and gas 
leasing under standard terms and conditions" 
leasing stipulation needs to be changed to (1) a 
controlled surface use leasing stipulation, (2) a 
no surface occupancy leasing stipulation, or (3) 
Closed to future leasing (no leasing) for these 
proposed ACECs. 


Criteria for issue 5 are based on identifying (1) 
the amount of oil and gas acreage that would not 
be available for future leasing and development, 
(2) whether the type and extent of management 
constraints would protect cultural resource values 
and uses, and (3) the least restrictive manage- 
ment constraints on new lease development that 
would protect cultural resource values and uses. 
The effect of future development of new leases 





has been considered during impact identification 
and analyses for this planning amendment/EA. 


Issue 6: Clarify the stipulations applied at the 
permitting stage, consisting of conditions of 
approval (COAs) applied before development 
activities begin. 


COAs, which are applied at the application to 
drill (APD) stage of lease development, apply to 
a particular well location. The COAs attached to 
each APD permit will be determined primarily 
by the proposed location of each well. The 
COAs usually considered and attached to APDs 
are listed in Appendix B-3 of the Albuquerque 
District Proposed Resource Management Plan 
Amendmenv/Final Environmental Impact State- 
ment Oil and Gas Leasing and Development, 
December 1991, and now incorporated in the 
Farmington RMP. Under existing leases the 
BLM will coordinate with the lease holder- 
Operator On siting wells to minimize resource 
disturbance. 


Issue 7: Determine if the existing off-highway 
vehicle (OHV) designation in the proposed 
ACECs needs to be changed to (1) limited with 
travel restricted to maintained roads or (2) closed 
to all vehicles. 


The planning criteria for issue 7 are based on 
identifying the amount of acreage that would not 
be available for future use, whether these OHV 
designations would protect cultural resvurce 
values and uses, and the least restrictive OHV 
designation that would protect cultural resource 
values and uses. 


Issue 8: Identify for retention the public lands in 
the proposed cultural ACECs located within the 
Farmington District’s disposal and exchange 
zones as identified in the 1988 RMP. 


Criteria for issue 8 are based on determining (1) 
local and national relevance and importance of 
cultural values, resources and sites and (2) the 
manageability of cultural values, resources and 
sites given the current land ownership or pattern 
in the retention and disposal zones. 


Issue 9: Determine if the existing right-of-way 
placement guidelines need to be changed to (1) 
restrict activities to existing disturbance, (2) 
preclude right-of-way routes through proposed 
ACECs, or (3) continue placement with special 
Stipulations to protect cultural and other ACEC 
values. 


Criteria for issue 9 are based on identifying (1) 
the amount of acreage that would be closed to 
future rights-of-way or restricting new rights-of- 
way to existing disturbance and (2) areas where 
special stipulations would be placed on rights-of- 
way to protect the cultural and other ACEC 
values. 


Issue 10: Identify visual resource management 
(VRM) designations in the proposed ACECs. 


The planning criteria for issue 10 are based on 
identifying the amount of acreage which will 
change VRM designation from that established 
by the 1988 RMP. 








Plan Alternatives 


Proposed Action 


The Bureau of Land Management is proposing to 
amend the Farmington Resource Management 
Pian (RMP) of 1988 by designating 44 cultural 
values, resources and sites as Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern. Three of these sites 
have previously been identified as Special Man- 
agement Areas. Andrews Ranch, an existing 
Chacoan Outlier SMA, wili be designated an 
ACEC, and non-federal lands included in the 
Chaco Culture Archaeological Protection Site 
will be identified for acquisition. Gomez Point, 
an existing Navajo Refugee Site SMA, will be 
enlarged and designated an ACEC. Gobernador 
Knob, an existing SMA, will be enlarged and 
redesignated as the Cho’li’i ACEC. 


There is no land use planning on approximately 
1,715.13 acres of the federal surface which came 
into federal ownership after the preparation of 
the 1988 RMP. This acreage includes To-la-kai, 
Bee Burrow, Indian Creek, Upper Kin Klizhin, 
Bis sa’ani, Morris 41, and Andrews Ranch 
Chacoan Outliers; Four Ye’i Petroglyph Site; 
Rock House-Nestor Martin Homestead, Gonzales 
Canyon-Senon S. Vigil Homestead; and all but 
20 acres of the Martin Apodaco Homestead. 
There are 790 acres of state or private surface 
which are proposed for acquisition in Andrews 
Ranch, the North Road, Cibola Canyon and 
Delgadita/Pueblo Canyons ACECs. This non- 
federal acreage is within proposed ACEC bound- 
aries, but will be managed by the BLM only if 
acquired. 


The 1,360.31 acres of mineral estate under the 
federal surface of six of the Chacoan Outliers, 
the Chacoan North Road; two of the proposed 
petroglyph and pictograph site ACECs; and three 
of the proposed historic site ACECs, are identi- 
fied for acquisition with willing mineral owners. 
An additional 330 acres of non-federal minerals 





under non-federal surface acres have been identi- 
fied for acquisition with willing mineral owners. 
If and when these areas are acquired, they will 
be managed as the remainder of the ACEC. 


Under the proposed action the sites would be (1) 
designated formally as Areas of Critical Environ- 
mental Concern and (2) preserved and protected 
through implementation of a number of general 
management prescriptions. In some cases there 
are site-specific management prescriptions. 
General management prescriptions, where appli- 
cable, address changes in cultural management; 
grazing management; mineral leasing; permitting 
and development; lands actions, OHV designa- 
tions; recreation and forestry uses; and VRM 
Classification. Management prescriptions are 
discussed under the individual proposed ACECs 
(refer to Areas of Critical Environmental Con- 
cern page 27). Further details on site specific 
management will be developed and addressed in 
a Cultural Resource Management Plan, to be 
prepared at a later date for each ACEC. When 
and if sites such as Chacoan outliers or other 
sites with ACEC qualities are acquired, they will 
be managed as potential Cultural ACECs until 
land use planning can be undertaken to formally 
designate them as ACECs. This wouid entail 
reviewing each action proposed for site-specific 
mitigation measures, so development could be 
allowed when it is, for the most part, compatible 
with cultural ACEC designation. 


ACEC Qualities of Sites and Cultural Man- 
agement 


Since the preparation of the Farmington Re- 
source Management Plan in 1988, archaeological 
and historic sites have been identified through 
field inventory and other sites have been ac- 
quired through land exchanges which meet the 
relevance and importance criteria for ACEC 
designation (see Appendix B). Seven Chacoan 





Outliers have been acquired and a eighth was 
located on federal lands since the RMP was 
prepared. The importance of Chacoan sites has 
been demonstrated numerous times, including 
their listing as Chaco Culture Archaeological 
Protection Sites under Public Law (PL) 95-550 
and PL 104-11, and the listing of several on the 
National Register of Historic Places and World 
Heritage List. The 1988 RMP identified four 
Outliers as ACECs and four as SMAs. The eight 
Chacoan Outliers identified in this amendment 
contain significant archaeological values which 
meet ACEC designation guidelines. 


The Farmington District contains the core of 
Dinétah, ancestral homeland to the Navajo. It is 
here that the Navajo culture developed from a 
general Athabascan culture to one which can be 
identified as distinctly Navajo. Many of the 
Navajo origin story locations are within Dinétah. 
Of the approximately 120 known pueblitos, the 
greatest majority are located on lands adminis- 
tered by the Farmington District. Six Navajo 
Refugee Sites were designated as ACECs and 20 
as SMAs in the 1988 RMP. Nine Navajo 
pueblitos have been identified for inclusion in 
this amendment. The sites meet both the rele- 
vance and importance criteria for ACEC designa- 
tion. Because pueblitos are a significant resource 
in the proto-history (early historic) and history of 
the Navajo people and because of their location 
on federal lands, it is the responsibility of the 
BLM to ensure their long-term protection. 


In addition to Chacoan Out'iers and Navajo 
Refugee Sites, four Native American Traditional 
Use and Sacred Areas were designated in the 
1988 RMP. One of these sites, Tanner Lake 
Battlefield, has been transferred out of federal 
ownership to the Navajo Tribe in one of the land 
exchanges. Gobernador Knob was identified as 
a 40-acre SMA. Further archaeological and 
ethnohistoric research has determined that the 
40-acre parcel was not adequate to protect the 
Knob itself and the surrounding area. The 
proposed ACEC is 360 acres and includes addi- 
tional archaeological and cultural values. 
Gobernador Knob is a key location in the Navajo 


narrative of origin and meets the relevance and 
importance criteria for ACEC designation. The 
ACEC has been renamed Cho’li’i, its Navajo 
name meaning Fir Mountain (Standing Spruce 
[Fir]). 


The 1988 RMP does not include ACECs or 
SMAs for Chacoan roads, Navajo habitation 
sites, petroglyph and pictograph sites, or historic 
sites. Each of these site types is important in the 
Cultural history of the Farmington District. A 
representative sample of the known sites would 
require long-term protection and preservation to 
ensure that they are always represented. One 
petroglyph site, Four Ye’i, and three of the 
historic sites, Rock House-Nestor Martin Home- 
stead, Gonzales Canyon-Senon S. Vigil Home- 
stead and all but 20 acres of the Martin Apodaco 
Homestead, were acquired since preparation of 
the RMP. The other sites currently identified for 
ACEC designation were located on federal lands, 
but most had not yet been identified or recorded. 


Chacoan roads are a unique resource to the Four 
Corners region. Most of them are 30 feet wide 
and extend up to 40 or more miles. The 
Chacoan Great North Road is one of the most 
spectacular roads, extending straight from Chaco 
Canyon north to Kutz Canyon, then continuing 
on to Salmon Ruin. In places the road consists 
of two parallel roads, and in one location there 
are four parallel roads which have been referred 
to as the "Quads." This is the only place where 
four parallel roads are known to exist. Seven 
segments of the North Road have been identified 
as a proposed ACEC. These segments contain 
all of the federal portions of the road from 
Chaco Canyon north to where the road enters 
Kutz Canyon. The Ah-shi-sle-pah Road is 
primarily located on non-federal lands. The only 
segment known on federal lands is one segmert 
which has been identified as a proposed ACEC. 
The Crownpoint Steps and Herradura site is 
located south of Crownpoint and is near the 
southern end of the Chacoan South Road. Here 
the road climbs on top of the mesa via a set of 
steps with an herradura (masonry structure) near 
by. This is one of the few known road segments 








located on the upper mesas of the San Juan 
Basin. The Interagency Management Group, 
which coordinates activities at the Chaco Culture 
Archaeological Protection Sites, has identified 
Chacoan roads as an integral part of the Chaco 
Culture and has established guidelines for their 
protection and research. All Chacoan road 
segments meet relevance and importance criteria 
for ACEC designation due to their uniqueness 
and importance to the Chacoan system. 


In addition to pueblitos, the Farmington District 
contains numerous early Navajo habitation sites 
which are characterized by forked-stick hogans 
and associated features such as sweat lodges, 
burnt rock concentrations, shades and artifact 
scatters. The Gould Pass Camp proposed ACEC 
contains the remains of five forked-stick hogans. 
One of the hogans has standing architecture. 
Superior Mesa Community contains numerous 
Clusters of forked-stick hogans, along with 
several extensive petroglyph panels, including 
Ye’i Display. These sites meet the relevance and 
importance criteria for designation as ACECs. 


Located within the Farmington District are some 
of the premier petroglyphs and pictographs in 
North America. Images from Anasazi, proto- 
historic Navajo, and historic Navajo and His- 
panic culture are scattered across the sandstone 
cliffs of the Largo and Gobernador Canyon 
drainages. Numerous books have been published 
which discuss these resources. Recent investiga- 
tions have recorded several sites which have 
been identified as proposed ACECs. Fifteen 
prehistoric and proto-historic sites have been 
ideatified. Only limited interpretation of the 
Anasazi sites is possible due to their antiquity. 
Anasazi petroglyph sites identified for potential 
ACEC designation include the Pregnant 
Basketmaker which depicts a woman about. to 
give birth along with her possible husband and. 


young child and Carrizo Cranes which include — 


four large cranes. Shield Bearer contain a series 
of images which have tentatively been identified 
as dating to Anasazi Pueblo IV. Encierro Can- 
yon, Cibola Canyon, NM 01-39236, Big Star and 
Martinez Canyon contain numerous Anasazi and 


early Navajo elements. Bi Yaazh, Four Ye’i, 
Largo Canyon Star Ceiling, Star Spring, Blanco 
Star Panel, and Rabbit Tracks are proto-historic 
Navajo sites containing representations of the 
"holy people,” animals, astronomical features, 
plants, etc. Several contain star patterns on 


overhang ceilings. The proposed ACECs contain 
some of the most important and spectacular 
petroglyphs and pictographs in the region and 
meet the criteria for designation as ACECs. 


There is little architectural evidence of th« 
historic occupation on federal lands located 
within the San Juan Basin. Most homesteads 
were patented and the land and cultural resources 
are privately owned. In 1991 the BLM acquired 
three homesteads, Rock House-Nestor Martin 
Homestead, Gonzales Canyon-Senon S. Vigil 
Homestead, and all but 20 acres of the Martin 
Apodaco Homesteads, in a land exchange. In 
addition, in 1995 it came to the BLM’s attention 
that the remains of an old school house, Dogie 
Canyon School, were located on federal lands. 
The Margarita Martinez Homestead is on BLM 
surface but has a private no trespassing sign on 
it. The BLM archaeologists always assumed that 
it was privately owned until 1996. Because so 
few historic architectural resources are located on 
federal lands it is important that they remain 
intact and protected. Rock House-Nestor Martin 
Homestead pre-dates 1882 and may be one of 
the oldest sites on federal lands in the San Juan 
Basin. Santos Peak is where a battle between the 
Spanish and pueblo forces, lead by Roque Ma- 
drid, and the Navajo has been identified to have 
occurred on August 12, 1704. All six historic 
Sites meet the relevance and importance criteria 
for designation as ACECs. 


The emphasis for cultural management of the 
proposed ACECs will be the long-term protec- 
tion and preservation of the cultural values, 
resources and sites and the other values within 
the boundaries of the proposed ACECs. Active 


- Management of other resources in the proposed 


ACECSs is critical for protection and preservation 
of the cultural values, resources and sites. The 
other resource components are discussed below. 


Livestock Grazing 


There is no lanc use planning for approximately 
1,715.31 acres of federal surface within the 
proposed ACECs. This includes To-la-kai, Bee 
Burrow, Indian Creek, Upper Kin Klizhin, Bis 
sa’ani, Morris 41 and Andrews Ranch Chacoan 
Outliers; Four Ye'i Pictograph Site; Rock 
House-Nestor Martin Homestead, Gonzales 
Canyon-Senon S. Vigil Homestead, and all but 
20 acres of the Martin Apodaco Homestead. 
Livestock grazing will not be allowed and will 
be withdrawn in these sites. Changes in the 
grazing allocation for six allotments are proposed 
to eliminate livestock grazing within eight of the 
proposed ACECs: Pregnant Basketmaker, NM 
01-39236, Cibola Canyon, Delgadita/Pucblo 
Canyons, Dogie Canyon School, Blanco Star 
Panel, Margarita Martinez Homestead, and 20 
acres of the Martin Apodaco Homestead. The 
grazing allotments and the proposed changes are 
listcd in Table 1. The total acreage proposed to 
be withdrawn from current livestock grazing is90 
acres or 9 AUMs. 


Forestry and Fire Management 


There are about 600,000 acres of pinyon-juniper 
woodlands in the Farmington District. All 
proposed ACEC parcels, totaling 10,592.76 
acres, are proposed to be closed to fuel wood 
gathering, green wood sales and Christmas tree 
Cutting. The proposed ACECs south of NM 44 
are primarily in grasslands with only scattered 
trees and have ad minimal harvesting in the 
past. The closure of 10,592.76 acres would 
result in the unavailability of less than one 
percent of the woodlands products in the District. 


The proposed action is to restrict all mechanical 
fire suppression activities within the proposed 
ACECs. This includes bladed fire lines and 
Chain saw cut fire breaks. Hand-cut fire lines 
will be authorized with the presence of an ar- 
chaeologist to ensure avoidance of cultural 
values. 


Table 1. Proposed Action For Livestock Grazing by Proposed ACEC. 






































ACEC Allotment 
Name Acres Allotment Name | Total Percent Total AUMs 
Withdrawn Acreage | Withdrawn | AUMsfor | Withdrawn 
Allotment 
Pregnam Basketmaker 10 Baltzar Peak 6,110 0.002 360 1 
NM 01-39236 10 Carrizo Canyon 2,929 0.003 353 l 
Delgadita / Pueblo 10 Canyon Largo 32,814 0.0003 2,680 1 
Canyoas 
Cibola Caayoa aad 15 Goazalez Mesa 8,316 0.002 980 3 
Dogie Canyoa School 
Blanco Star Panel 15 Jaquez Community 14,475 0.001 1,240 1 
Martin Apodaco 30 Rancho Largo 77,784 0.004 2,490 2 
Homestead and 
Margarita Martinez 
Homestead 
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Mineral Leasing and Application for Permit 
to Drill (APD) Conditions of Approval (COA) 


The proposed action is to provide long-term 


protection and preservation of the proposed 
ACECSs by (1) applying a leasing stipulation (no 
Surface Occupancy) when new leases are issued 
or (2) identifying areas that would not be leased 
when leases expire. There is no land use plan- 
ning on 1,715.31 acres of federal minerals. 
When existing leases expire in all of the pro- 
posed ACECs, except the Chacoan Outliers, they 
will be leased with a No Surface Occupancy 
stipulation. The Chacoan Outliers proposed 
ACEC parcels will be withdrawn from future 
leasing upon expiration of any existing leases. If 
and when minerals are acquired under the 
Chacoan Outliers proposed ACECs, they will be 
withdrawn from future leasing. If minerals are 
conveyed into federal ownership, the federal 
minerals under the proposed ACECs, excluding 
the Chacoan Outliers, will be leased with a No 
Surface Occupancy stipulation (refer to Table 2 
and Appendix C). This action is needed to 
amend the 1991 RMP amendment which ad- 
dresses leasing stipulations for Special Manage- 
ment Areas. Under no conditions do manage- 
ment prescriptions invalidate prior existing lease 


rights. 


Most of the proposed ACECs are covered by 
existing oil and gas leases and are in the high 
intensity development area identified in the 1991 
RMP amendment (refer to Table 2). Currently 
all of the potential ACECs which are underlain 
by federal oil and gas are leased except for 40 
acres under the North Road, 668 acres under the 
Ah-shi-sle-pah and 609.45 acres under the 
Crownpoint Steps and Herradura potential 
ACECs. The minerals under the federal portion 
of the Andrews Site has been withdrawn from 


future leasing. The remaining 7,745 acres of 
federal oil and gas are under existing leases. 


In areas with existing leases, conditions of 
approval (COAs) will be attached at the APD 
stage of lease development for each well location 
within the proposed ACECs, to minimize re- 
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source damage. This will be done through 
coordination of the BLM and lease holder and/or 
Operator. Efforts will be undertaken to, site 
locations outside of the proposed ACEC, twin 
existing wells or develop mitigative measures to 
minimize damage and impacts. 


There are 1,690.31 acres of subsurface minerals 
within the proposed ACECs which are currently 
in private or state ownership and have been 
identified for acquisition. It is unknown if they 
are currently leased. If and when acquired, they 
will be managed with the rest of the ACECs. 


Hard Rock Minerals 


The proposed ACECs would be withdrawn from 
development of coal and other leasable and 
locatable mineral entry. There are no known 
established salable minerals (sand and gravel) 
areas within the proposed ACECs. In the future 
the areas would be closed to saleable minerals. 
The proposed ACECs do not overlie any Prefer- 
ence Rights Lease Applications (PRLAs), pre- 
existing leases or locatable minerals (mining 
Claims). A mineral report will have to be pre- 
pared for each of the proposed ACECs to ad- 
dress the economic effects of this closure. 


Lands 
Public Land Laws 


The proposed ACECs are proposed to be closed 
to all public land laws which would normally 
allow for the transfer of title or use of the area 
out of federal ownership or control. This in- 
Cludes sale, exchange, recreation and public 


purpose, leasing, renting, etc. 
Rights-of-Way 


Currently, there are no special stipulations to 
protect these sites except for existing Chacoan 
road identification and treatment which was 
developed by the Chaco Culture Archaeological 
Protection Site Interagency Management Group. 
Table 3 and Appendix D provide information on 


Table 2. Proposed Action for Oil and Gas Lease Categories for Proposed ACECs. 





Oil and Gas Lease Category 


Acreage in 1991 RMP Amendment 


Proposed Action 
(New Leases) 





Total 


Cultural ACECs & 
SMAs 


ACEC 





Controlled surface use 


189,400 


7,728 








No surface occupancy 





20,700 





4,080 





North Road 
Ab-shi-sle-pah 
Crownpoint Steps 
Deer House 

NM 01-39344 
Kachina Mask 
Hummingbird 
Blanco Mesa 

Ye’ is-in-Row 
Kiva 

Pretty Woman 
Gomez Point 
Gould Pass Camp 
Superior Mesa Comm. 


Cho'li’i (Gober. Knob} 
[Total} 





5,580 320' 


SSsSSSSEDSSSESZ 
& 


10 10° 


20 10° 


10' 


10 


120 


360 
(8,892.45) [510] 
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Closed to new leasing 75,500 


(withdraw)? 











12,152 


‘TSisie or private minerals under federal surface proposed Tor acquisiuon. ‘State or private minerals under surface | 


640 
160 
(800) 








acquisition. Federal minerals will be closed (withdrawn) now if not leased or when existing lease expired. Other (non-federal) 


minerals will be closed (withdrawn) after federal acquisition. 


the management of future rights-of-way within 
the proposed ACECs. The proposed action 
would prohibit new rights-of-way across pro- 
posed ACECs which currently do not have an 
existing right-of-way. Within proposed ACECs 
which have existing rights-of-way, new rights-of- 
way will only be authorized in areas of existing 
disturbance. Granting of rights-of-way associ- 
ated with the development of prior existing 
rights, oil and gas leases, will be authorized 
where needed. This includes rights-of-way such 
as well ties, power lines, etc. The BLM will 
coordinate with the lease holders, operators and 
right-of-way holders on the location and mainte- 
nance of rights-of-way in the proposed ACECs. 


Within the Chacoan North Road Segments, 
rights-of-way would be granted only after ex- 
panded inventory and investigation is completed 
and preferably in areas of existing disturbance. 
In several key areas of the roads, such as (1) 
Segments #1 and #2 where there are parallel 
roads, (2) the “Quads,” (3) North Road Segment 
#6 (Halfway House and surrounding 160 acres), 
and (4) areas with surface evidence of the prehis- 
toric roads in other segments, new rights-of-way 
will not be permitted. 


Lands (Site) and Mineral Acquisition 


The Farmington District has an active program 
of land exchanges. In the past, cultural sites 
have been identified for acquisition to ensure 
long term protection and preservation of these 
resources. Prblic Law 96-550 states: "The 
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Secretary is authorized to acquire lands, waters 
and interest within...the archaeological protection 
sites..." [Sec.504.(a)]. In addition to Chacoan 
Outliers, the Farmington District is interested in 
acquiring other sites of ACEC quality. The 
BLM would like to acquire 790 surface acres in 
five proposed ACECs: Andrews Ranch, North 
Road Segment #7, Delgadita/Pueblo Canyons, 
Cibola Canyon, and Star Spring. There are 
1,690.31 subsurface acres in 14 proposed 
ACECs: Toh-la-kai, Bee Burrow, Indian Creek, 
Upper Kin Klizhin, Bis sa’ani, Morris 41, 
Andrews Site, North Road Segment #2, Cibola 
Canyon, Star Spring, Rabbit Tracks, Rock 
House-Nestor Martin Homestead, Gonzales 
Canyon-Senon S. Vigil Homestead and Martin 
Apodaco Homestead, that are proposed for 
acquisition. Acquisition of either the surface or 
subsurface will facilitate the management of 
these areas under an ACEC designation. Acqui- 
sitions will only be undertaken with willing 


parties. 
Land Ownership Adjustments 


Seven of the Chacoan Outliers, Toh-la-kai, Bee 
Burrow, Indian Creek, Upper Kin Klizhin, Bis 
sa’ani, Andrews Ranch and Church Rock Outlier, 
along with Segments 1-6 and most of Segment 7 
of the North Road, Ah-shi-sle-pah Road, and 
Crownpoinat Steps and Herradura proposed 
ACECs are located in the disposal zone identi- 
fied in the 1988 RMP. The national and re- 
gional significance ofthese sites warrant retention 


and active management. Although several of the 


(1,180.31) 





Table 3. Proposed Action for Right-of-Way Placement within Proposed ACECs. 


























Proposed Action Right-of-Way Placement Proposed ACEC 

ACEC Acreage 

federal other’ 

Placement within existing disturbance Church Rock Outlier 160 

NM 01-39344 80 

Ye’is-in-Row 40 

Kiva 40 

Gould Pass Camp 40 

Superior Mesa Community 400 

Gomez Point 50 

Pregnant Basketmaker 10 

Encierro Canyon 80 

NM 01-39236 10 

Delgadita/Pueblo Canyons 160 20 

Cibola Canyon 10 10 

Four Ye’i 40 

Shield Bearer 40 

Rabbit Tracks 10 

Martinez Canyon 40 

Santos Peak 120 

Dogie Canyon School 10 

Martin Apodaco Homestead 110 

Cho’li’i (Gobernador Knob) 360 

[Total] (1,810) [30] 
Placement within existing disturbance or coordinated | North Road #3, 4, 5 and 7 3,280 440 
placement with Chacoan Roads stipulations Ah-shi-sle-pah 668 

(Total) [3,948] [440] 
No new rights-of-way Toh-la-kai 10 

Bee Burrow 480 

Indian Creek 96.61 

Upper Kin Klizhin 60 

Bis sa’ ani 132.7 

Morris 41 91 

Andrews Ranch 640 310 

North Road #1, 2 and 6 2180 

Crownpoint Steps 609.45 

Deer House 40 

Kachina Mask 10 

Hummingbird 40 

Blanco Mesa 130 

Pretty Woman 80 

Bi Yaazh 40 

Largo Star Ceiling 20 

Star Spring 20 10 
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No new rights-of-way cont. 








Blanco Star Panel 20 
Big Star 40 
Carrizo Cranes 15 
Rock House-Nestor Martin 30 
Gonzales Canyon-Senon Vigil 40 
Margarita Martinez Homestead 10 
[Total] 








[4,834.76] [320] 





"Stale or private surface identified for acquisiuion. 


sites are currently surrounded by non-federal 
lands, they are still manageable and access is 
included in the title. The proposed action is to 
retain the public lands within these proposed 
ACECs. The proposed ACECs would remain 
under federal ownership to ensure the long-term 
protection and preservation of the evidence cf 
the Chacoan culture. 


Recreation 


The Historic Sites proposed ACECs are identi- 
fied for public interpretation. This will first 
necessitate completion of Historic American 
Building Survey documentation and stabilization 
followed by the preparation of interpretive 
brochures and signing of the sites. Morris 41 
has been identified as an educational site. All of 
the proposed ACECs will remain open to the 
public except for Morris 41, which will remained 
Closed until it has been “hardened” for public 
use, and Andrews Ranch, which will remain 
Closed. Due to limited access and the remote 
nature of the other Chacoan outliers, the public 
will not be directed to them. The other proposed 
ACECs will remain open to the public, but are 
not scheduled for visitor use facilities, including 
interpretation. This would allow the public an 
Opportunity to enjoy the sites that are currently 
minimally managed. If it is found that the sites 
are being degraded by visitation, a visitor use 
policy will need to be developed to address 
future recreation use. 


Off-Highway Vehicles 


The 1988 RMP designated all of the Farmington 
District “Open” to OHV use except for areas 
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which were designated as either “Limited” or 
"Closed." The April 1995 RMP amendment 
Changed the designation from "Open" to "Lim- 
ited" on 499,040 acres north of Highway NM 44. 
The amendment defined "Limited" to use of 
existing roads and trails only. There are no 
OHV designations on sites which were acquired 
after the 1988 RMP and were not included in the 
1995 RMP amendment. 


Under the proposed action, OHV designation is 
based on the presence or absence of currently 
existing maintained (regularly bladed) roads 
through the proposed ACEC (refer to Table 4). 
Those with existing maintained roads will be 
designated "Limited" (8.358 acres federal sur- 
face). This would restrict all vehicle traffic to 
maintained roads. Proposed ACECs (2,234.76 
acres federal) without maintained roads will be 
designated "Closed" which will close the parcels 
to all vehicles. The only exceptions will be for 
implementation of management prescriptions 
identified in the Cultural Resource Management 
Plans and for use by existing rights holders. No 
existing maintained roads are proposed for 
Closure. 


Visual Resource Management 


The 1988 RMP established VRM classes for the 
Farmington Resource Area. Class I designations 
were allocated to the wilderness areas and the 
Chacoan Outliers. The remaining surface was 
designated as Class II, Class III or Class IV. 
Most of the areas of the proposed ACECs are 
designated as Class III or Class IV. Under the 
proposed action, VRM_ classifications will 
beClass I for 1,580.31 federal acres (includes 40 





Table 4. Proposed Action for Off Highway Vehicle Designations for Potential ACECs 





ACEC Existing OHV Designation Proposed OHV Designation 
None Open Limited Closed Limited Closed 
Chacoan Outliers 
Toh-la-kai x x 
Bee Burrow 40 acres x x 
440 acres x x 
Indian Creek x x 
Upper Kin Klizhin x X 
Bis sa’ ani x x 
Morris 41 x x 
Andrews Ranch x x 
Church Rock Outlier x x 
Chacoan Roads 
North Road x x 
Halfway House 40 acres (Segment 6) x x 
Segment 7 - north of NM 44 x x 
Abh-shi-sle-pah Road x x 
Crownpoint Stairs and Herradura x x 
Navajo Refugee (Pueblito) Sites 
Deer House x x 
NM 01-39344 x x 
Kachina Mask x x 
Hummingbird x x 
Blanco Mesa x x 
Ye’ is-in-Row x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x K 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
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Martin Apodaco Homestead 
Margarita Martinez Homestead 
Santos Peak 
Native American Traditional Use and Sacred Areas 
Cho'li’i [Gobernador Knob] 


acres in the North Road Segment #6 containing 
Halfway House which is currently a Class I area) 
containing the Chacoan Outliers and Class II for 
the remaining 9,042.45 current federal acres of 
proposed ACECs. Congressionally designated 
areas are subject to Class I VRM guidelires. 


Seven of the Chacoan Outliers have been desig- 
nated by Congress as Chaco Culture Archaeolog- 
ical Protection Sites, and the eighth, Church 
Rock Outlier, is believed to meet the criteria for 
listing as a Protection Site. These sites will be 
Classified as VRM Class I areas. The Chacoan 
Roads, Navajo 

Refugee (Pueblito) Sites, Navajo Habitation Sites 
(Non-pueblito), Petroglyph and Pictograph Sites, 
Historic Sites, and Native American Traditional 
Use and Sacred Area proposed ACECs will be 
Classified as VRM Class II areas. 


Current Management (No Action) 


would be based on the (1) broader area designa- 
tions of the 1988 RMP and (2) specific road or 
trail closures identified in the 1995 OHV RMP 


such as mineral development, lands actions, etc., 
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funding and labor resources are usually spent on 
Cultural sites with special designation. 


Alternatives Considered But Elimi- 
nated 


In the development of alternatives, one alterna- 
tive initially considered was to reduce the num- 
ber of proposed ACECs. This could be done 
using a number of criteria to include only sites in 
site classes previously identified in the 1988 
RMP. Proposed ACECs could have included 
Chacoan Outliers, Navajo Refugee (Pueblito) 
Sites and Native American Traditional Use and 
Sacred Areas, but would not have included the 
Chacoan roads, historic sites, Navajo habitation 
sites or petroglyph or pictographs sites. This 


alternative was dropped as the Farmington 
District has an extensive prehistory and history 


represented by sites of a wide variety of both 
Culture and type. By expanding types of sites 
represented as ACECs, a more representative 
sample of the rich cultural values contained 
within the Farmington District will be secured 
for pro-active management and long-term protec- 
tion. 


Another alternative was to include only sites 
which had been acquired since preparation of the 
1988 RMP. This would include seven Chacoan 
Outliers, one pictograph site and three historic 
sites. This alternative was dropped from further 
analysis because it was determined that a broader 
Class of cultural values, resources and sites 


needed pro-active management and protection. 


Several other Navajo pueblitos and petroglyph or 
pictograph sites were looked at as proposed 
ACECs. They were dropped from further con- 
sideration because sites with similar architecture, 
elements and setting are already represented 


within the Proposed Action as proposed ACECs. 


The February 27, 1996 Federal Register notice 
Stated that, in addition to the classes of sites 
identified in the Proposed Action, Pueblo I 
communities would be included as proposed 
ACECs. On July 31, 1996, a meeting was held 
between staff from the Farmington District and 
the BLM New Mexico State Office. It was 
decided to drop the proposed Pueblo I Commu- 
nity proposed ACECs from this plan in exchange 
for designating them as National Research Areas 
(NRA) in a separate RMP amendment. The 
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National Research Area designation was consid- 
ered more appropriate for these sites than ACEC 
as the sites are in an area of extensive mineral 
development and management of them for long- 
term preservation as ACECs would be difficult. 
Also, the sites are very large, often containing 
thousands of acres with several surface owners. 
Designation as NRAs would allow development 
of management prescriptions to direct the contin- 
ued research at these sites which was begun 
during the Fruitland Coal Gas Gathering System 
data recovery projects. 











Affected Environment 


The following resources are deemed unaffected 
by the Proposed Action and No Action Alterna- 
tives: flood plains and wetlands, wilderness, 
hazardous or solid wastes, water quality, 
paleontological resources, prime or unique 
farmlands, wildlife, air quality, geology, threat- 
ened or endangered plants or animals, and wild 
and scenic rivers. Land use planning has not 
been conducted on the proposed ACECs acquired 
since preparation of the 1988 RMP. This in- 
Cludes To-la-kai, Bee Burrow, Indian Creek, 
Upper Kin Klizhin, Bis sa’ani, Morris 41, and 
Andrews Ranch Chacoan Outliers, Four Ye’i 
Petroglyph Site, Rock House-Nestor Martin 
Homesiead, Gonzales Canyon-Senon S. Vigil 
Homestead, and all but 20 acres of the Martin 
Apodaco Homestead. 


Topography, Soils, and Vegetation 


The topography of the San Juan Basin varies 
from the rather flat basin center to the deeply 
dissected canyon and mesa country in the north 
and east. The central basin is primarily grass- 
lands with a belt of sage mixed with pinyon- 
juniper along the upper elevations of Chaco 
Mesa and basin slopes. Soils are primarily 
aridisols with textural classifications ranging 
from sandy loam to loamy. Large stands of 
pinyon-juniper forest cap the mesas to the east 
while sagebrush is common in the lower eleva- 
tions and extends westward to meet the grass- 
lands. The mountains surrounding the basin are 
covered with Ponderosa Pine forest. Soils are 
primarily derived from eroding sandstone and are 
predominantly loams to clay loams. 


Livestock Grazing 


Currently, livestock grazing is authorized in all 
of the proposed ACECs except for the To-la-kai, 
Bee Burrow, Indian Creek, Upper Kin Klizhin, 
Bis sa’ani, Morris 41, Andrews Ranch, Four 
Ye’i, Rock House-Nestor Martin Homestead, and 
Gonzales Canyon-Senon S. Vigil Homestead, and 
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all but 20 acres of the Martin Apodaco Home- 
steads. Land use planning has not been con- 
ducted to establish management policy and 
grazing use in these areas since they were trans- 
ferred to federal ownership. The name, size and 
number of AUMs per grazing allotment in the 
proposed ACECs identified for change are listed 
in Table 1. There are no known range improve- 
ments except for fence lines. 


Minerals and Rights-of-way 


Most of the parcels are covered by private, state 
and federal oil and gas leases, with active devel- 
opment of the leases occurring, but not necessar- 
ily within the proposed ACECs (see Table 2 and 
Appendix C). Coal is the only mineral under 
federal ownership under Toh-la-kai, Indian 
Creek, Upper Kin Klizhin and Morris 41 
Chacoan Outliers. At Bee Burrow federal coal 
is only under the 40-acre parcel. At Morris 41 
the coal reserve is under federal ownership and 
the lease has been relinquished back to the 
federal government. There are no known coal 
leases within the proposed ACECs. There has 
been little interest in locatable or salable miner- 
als under the proposed ACECs in the past. 
There are no known locatable or other encum- 
brances on the proposed ACEC parcels. 


The 1988 RMP addresses rights-of-way in 
ACECs, and the 1991 RMP amendment ad- 
dresses oil and gas leases, post lease develop- 
ment, and rights-of-way in ACECs. The 1988 
RMP stated that "In highly sensitive areas, where 
special stipulations are not sufficient to protect 
importan. resource values, "no surface occu- 
pancy” stipulations are attached to leases" (USDI 
BLM, 1988:2-10). Numerous rights-of-way are 
located on federal lands in the San Juan Basin. 
Approximately half of the proposed ACECs have 
either rights-of-way or easements crossing the 
parcels (see Tables 3 and Appendix D). The 
1988 plan also discusses sites, ACECs and 
SMAs where "...resource values would be signif- 


icantly impacted by the construction of new 
right-of-ways...future right-of-way construction is 
prohibited". It also states that other sites have 
rights-of-way granted with informed placement 
(page 2-6). 


Recreation and Forestry 


Cultural sites on BLM lands are popular areas 
for public visitation. Several existing cultural 
ACECs and SMAs (Casamero, Twin Angels, 
Crow Canyon District, Simon Ruin, Frances 
Ruin, Tapacito and Split Rock District, Hooded 
Fireplace and Largo School District, and Christ- 
mas Tree Ruin) have been identified for public 
use and are stabilized, fenced, interpreted, etc., to 
enhance visitor enjoyment while providing site 
protection. Public visitation is prohibited at 
Morris 41 and Andrews Ranch by segregation of 
the lands from public use through Federal 
Register notices, Legal Notices in the local 
newspapers and signing of the sites. 


The OHV designations for the Farmington 
District were established by the 1988 RMP and 
the 1995 OHV RMP Amendment. The April 
1995 amendment restricted vehicles to existing 
roads and trails in the aicas of all of the pro- 
posed ACECs except for the proposed Chacoan 
Outliers and Chacoan Roads ACECs. Here the 
designation is "Open" or there has yet to be land 
use planning on the parcels. The management 
objectives of the April 1995 OHV designation 
are to protect wildlife and only minimally ad- 
dress cultural resources. Currently, two-track 
trails enter or cross most of the proposed 
ACECs. In some cases this has damaged cul- 
tural resources. 


Most of the Farmington District is open to dead 
and down wood gathering except for ACECs, 


SMAs, and other specific areas identified in the 
1988 RMP. 


Cultural Resources 


All of the sites are within the San Juan Basin, 


except for the Church Rock Outlier which is 
immediately to the south in the West Rio Puerco 
drainage and Andrews Ranch which is north of 
the East Rio Puerco drainage. The San Juan 
Basin and surrounding areas have been occupied 
by varied native cultures since the Paleo Indian 
period (circa 10,000 BC). Cultural resource 
inventories have been conducted throughout the 
Basin for projects, management studies and 
scientific inquires. Over 20,000 sites have been 
identified ranging from small artifact scatters to 
the 800-room structures in Chaco Canyon. 
Many of these sites are listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places and Chaco Culture 
National Historic Park along with several of the 
outlying Chacoan sites which have been placed 
on the World Heritage List. 


The San Juan Basin and Four Corners area have 
one of the most extensive prehistoric and proto- 
historic occupations in the United States. The 
most commonly known archaeological resources 
are the Anasazi structures at Chaco Canyon, 
Mesa Verde, and other National Park Service 
sites. Scattered across BLM-administered federal 
lands are similar, but smaller structures, which 
were probably related to these larger sites. 
Thirteen Chacoan outliers are known to exist 
within the Farmington District on BLM adminis- 
tered lands. Each contains at least one Chacoan 
structure and most have associated communities, 
prehistoric roads, and great kivas along with 
features such as herraduras and special use areas. 
The Chacoan structures contain the characteristic 
core and veneer wall construction, enclosed 
kivas, large rooms and pre-planned floor plans. 
Most other recorded Chacoan structures are 
located on Indian lands and are not easily avail- 
able for public visitation or research. Although 
not all of the BLM administered outliers are 
available for public visitation, they are guaran- 
teed long-term protection and preservation under 
federal ownership. 


Located within the bounds of the Farmington 
District is much of Dinétah, the ancestral home- 
land to the Navajo. Here they constructed 
forked-stick hogans, shades, sweat lodges and 














other structures over a several hundred year span. 
During a short period between 1680 and the mid- 
1700s pueblitos were constructed, often associ- 
ated with other structures. Although not firmly 
dated, extensive Navajo pictograph and 
petroglyph sites were painted and etched, pecked 
or ground onto the sandstone cliffs of the can- 
yons of Dinétah. Most are believed to be cere- 
monial art which is no longer traditionally 
executed in a permanent form. 


Historic Hispanic or Spanish and Anglo sites 
within the San Juan Basin primarily date from 
the late 1800s to the present. Although there are 
some early Spanish land grants in the southern 
portion of the District, most historic sites located 
on public lands are either Hispanic or Anglo 
homesteads and associated structures from the 
late 1800s and early 1900s. Associated with 
many clusters of homesteads were a school 
house and often a church which was visited 
every few months by a priest. 
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Native American Traditional and Sacred Areas 
are known to exist across the District. Many are 
associated with narrative accounts of origin or 
other traditional stories. Within the Farmington 
District most of the identified sacred areas are 
associated with the Navajo culture. It is here in 
Dinétah and surrounding areas of Mother Earth 
that events leading up to the creation of the Diné 
occurred. These places are still important in 
Navajo ceremonies and daily activities. 


Currently the emphasis on allocating funding or 
labor has been to sites with special designations. 
Long-term preservation efforts such as stabiliza- 
tion have only been undertaken at these sites. 


Visual Resource Management 


The 1988 RMP established VRM classification 
for the Farmington Resource Area. Most of the 
proposed ACECs are currently under Class III or 
Class IV designation. 











Environmental Consequences 


Topography, Soil, and Vegetation 


If the current management is continued, there 
would be an overall loss of soil and vegetation 
due to continued OHV use, oil and gas develop- 
ment, leasable and locatable mineral extraction 
activities, rights-of-way, etc. These disturbances, 
also, cause losses to cultural resources and 
information. 


With the proposed action, 22 proposed ACECs 
would have "Closed" OHV designation and 23 
would have "Limited" designations. The total 
number of proposed ACECs with OHV designa- 
tions would be 45 because Bee Burrow would 
have a "Closed" designation for the 40-acre 
parcel because there are no existing roads 
through it, while the 440-acre parcel would have 
a "Limited" designation. The designations 
would, at the minimum, restrict vehicles to the 
existing maintained roads. This would reduce 
off road encroachment and erosion on all pro- 
posed ACECs. The closure of the parcels con- 
taining the ACECs to mineral sales, solid mineral 
leasing, and requiring no-surface occupancy on 
future oil and gas leases, etc., would prevent 
surface disturbances within these parcels. Re- 
Stricting rights-of-way to existing corridors or 
areas of disturbance and other management 
prescriptions would reduce surface disturbance 
and erosion within these proposed ACECs, along 
with reducing encroachment on cultural re- 
sources. 


Livestock Grazing 


If the current management is continued, livestock 
grazing would continue in all of the ACECs, 
except for Toh-la-kai, Bee Burrow, Indian Creek, 
Upper Kin Klizhin, Bis sa’ani, Morris 41, and 
Andrews Ranch Chacoan Outliers; Four Ye’i 
Petroglyph and Pictograph Site; and Rock 
House-Nestor Martin Homestead, Gonzales 
Canyon-Senon S. Vigil Homestead, and Martin 
Apodaco Homestead Historic Sites which were 
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all acquired since December 1991. 


The proposed action would result in withdrawing 
90 acres, or 9 AUMs, from six grazing allot- 
ments. One to three AUMs would be withdrawn 
from each allotment, less than 0.004% of total 
AUMs on each allotment. This would result in 
the permanent loss of 90 acres of forage for 
livestock which is currently grazed. At the 
Chacoan Outliers, except for Church Rock 
Outlier, Four Ye’i Petroglyph Site and Rock 
House-Nestor Martin Homestead, Gonzales 
Canyon-Senon S. Vigil Homestead, and Martin 
Apodaco Homestead, grazing has never been 
authorized, and the site will be withdrawn from 
future grazing. Degradation by cattle has been 
documented at cultural sites. The proposed 
action would provide additional protection and 
preservation of cultural values by restricting the 
livestock from the proposed ACECs. Closing 
the identified areas to grazing and the presence 
of livestock would reduce damage from livestock 
rubbing on walls of structures or the pictograph 
and petroglyph panels, prevent development and 
continual use of trails which could increase 
erosion and trampling of features and artifacts, 
decrease ground cover which increases erosion, 
and degrade the visitor experience. 


Minerals and Rights-of-way 


If the current management is continued, mineral 
leasing, permitting, sale and extraction would 
occur within the proposed ACECs. When the 
1991 RMP amendment was prepared, it was 
determined that 88 percent of the Farmington 
Resource Area (District) was leased for oil and 
gas while 12 percent remained unleased. The 
1991 amendment identified acreage in different 
lease categories. These categories are carried 
forward into this planning effort. Most of the 
identified conditions would apply only to new 
leases. 


Continued leasing without additional protective 


stipulations would result in fragmentation of the 
proposed ACEC parcels by lease development. 
Fragmentation would degrade the pristine nature 
of many of the sites and the characteristics which 
make them candidates for ACEC designation. 


The proposed action would result in potential 
increased costs to develop the oil and gas lease 
through slant drilling or other methods required 
for extraction. Closing the area to salable miner- 
als would require the public to look elsewhere in 
the District for these minerals. Rights-of-way 
would be routed around the parcels or restricted 
to previous disturbance, which may be an addi- 
tional cost to individuals and industry. Also, 
there may be possible additional disturbance due 
to the routing of rights-of-way around the pro- 
posed ACECs. 


Closing the proposed ACECs to surface-disturb- 
ing activities would aid in the long-term protec- 
tion of the values in the parcel which make the 
sites ACEC quality. This includes not allowing 
new surface disturbance, including disturbance 
which allows vehicular access to often remote 
Sites. Easy access to sites often leads to vandal- 
ism and other destructive activities. Addition- 
ally, the setting itself is important for the pro- 
posed ACECs. 


Recreation and Forestry 


If the current management is continued, the 
public would continue to have access to the sites. 
The only exceptions are that Mortis 41 and 
Andrews Ranch are closed, and that six Chacoan 
Outliers do not have public access. The pro- 
posed action would direct the public interested in 
historic sites to the five sites designated as 
Historic Sites ACECs. Unrestricted access to the 
Sites under current management could lead to 
vandalism of cultural sites and problems in 
patrolling for cultural violations. Permitted and 
unpermitted wood gathering would occur. In the 
past this has resulted in damage to sites through 
vandalism, off-road vehicle use, and collection of 
archaeological or historic wood. 
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The proposed action would close all two-track 
and unmaintained roads in the proposed ACECs 
to public use. This would result in limiting the 
public to maintained roads and aid in protecting 
the proposed ACEC cultural values. 


The proposed action would remove areas from 
fuel wood gathering which have been used in the 
past. Several of the proposed ACECs show 
evidence of recent and historic wood cutting, 
Fuel wood would have to be gathered in areas 
outside of the proposed ACECs which could 
result in additional time and gas for wood gath- 
erers to drive to other areas. 


Cultural Resources 


If the current management is continued, the 
cultural resources would be protected under 
existing laws and regulations. However, funds to 
implement pro-active cultural management are 
targeted for implementing Cultural Resource 
Management Plans prepared for sites with ACEC 
or SMA designation. There probably would not 
be funds to actively manage the proposed 
ACECs if they were not designaed. Without 
active management, the sites would deteriorate, 
Standing walls would collapse, erosion would 
damage features, vandalism would not be ac- 
tively prevented, inventory would not be con- 
ducted, sites not fenced, etc. Without active 
management the architectural sites will deterio- 
rate and continue to collapse. Detailed record- 
ing, Stabilization and erosion control are neces- 
Sary tO prevent continued deterioration. Monitor- 
ing and patrolling of the sites will increase with 
ACEC designation and aid in preventing vandal- 
ism. The designation would also direct the 
management of other BLM programs in relation- 
ship to these sites to ensure protection and 
preservation. 


The proposed action would designate these sites 
as ACECs. This designation would aid in the 
long-term protection and preservation of the 
cultural resources and the parcels within the 
ACECs. In the past, BLM funding for cultural 








resources primarily has been targeted at meeting 
the management needs of ACECs and SMAs 
Over other sites. ACEC designation would direct 
some of the available funds to these sites. 


Visual Resource Management 


If the current management is continued, the 
Visual Resource Management would follow the 
Classification determined in the 1988 RMP. 
Development or change to the visual environ- 
ment would continue under current direction and 


practices. 
The proposed action would designate the 
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Chacoan Outliers as Class I VRM areas and the 
rest of the proposed ACECs as Class II areas. 
These designations would help provide methods 
to mitigate the impacts of future development or 
alteration of the visual environment. Because the 
long-term goals of management of the proposed 
ACECs is protection and preservation of the 
Cultural values, resources and sites, minimizing 
visual impacts within the ACECs in necessary. 
Additional costs may be encountered by industry 
and other public, through implementation of 
mitigative measures involving projects in or 
adjacent to the proposed ACECs. 














Cumulative Impacts 


Farmington District has one of the most active 
land and mineral programs in the BLM. There 
is extensive oil and gas field development; an 
on-going land exchange program; grazing on 
most lands; and heavy recreational usage in the 
District. Intermixed with all these programs and 
uses on public lands are approximately 10,000 
recorded archaeological sites and over 100,000 
projected and yet to be recorded. The public is 
concemed with the protection and preservation of 
the archaeological record. The designation of 
these 44 ACECs is meant to ensure long-term 
protection and preservation of a small sample of 
known sites. This would be accomplished 
through restricting on the parcels other land uses 
which are not compatible with preservation of 
the archaeological record. Under the proposed 
action 10,592.76 acres of the approximate 1.5 
million total surface acres and 8,902.45 current 
mineral acres of 2.26 million acres of federal oil 
and gas minerals are affected in the Farmington 
District. 


Designation of the 44 ACECs would result in 
withdrawal of approximately 90 acres from 
grazing in six allotments from eight ACECs 
(refer to Table 1). This would withdraw nine 
AUMs from the 136,058 AUMs permitted in 
1995 in the Farmington District. Approximately 
100 AUMs would not be adjudicated through the 
land use planning decision not to allow grazing 
on the 1,715.31 acres of lands acquired since 
1988. 


Most of the parcels are covered by active oil and 
gas leases and would be primarily impacted by 
a no surface occupancy stipulation that would be 
applied when the lease has expired and is reis- 
sued. The four parcels currently unleased will be 
leased with a no surface occupancy stipulation. 
After existing leases expire or if non-federal 
minerals come into federal ownership in the 
proposed ACECs, excluding the Chacoan 
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Outliers, they will be leased with a no surface 
occupancy stipulation. The oil and gas under 
the proposed Chacoan Outlier ACECs will not be 
leased. A total of 817.45 acres of federal min- 
eral which are currently unleased would be 
withdrawn from future oil and gas leasing and an 
additional 160 acres when the current lease 
expires. Approximately 8,272.45 federal min- 
eral acres would be leased or re-leased with a no 
surface occupancy lease stipulation to protect the 
values of the proposed ACECs (refer to Table 2). 
The closure to salable and locatable minerals 
along with other non-oil and gas leasing would 
remove from mineral extraction approximately 
9,052.45 federal mineral acres of the 2.26 mil- 
lion acres of federal minerals in the Farmington 
District. 


Rights-of-way would be restricted to existing 
disturbance within 1,810 federal surface acres of 
the proposed ACECs, restricted to existing 
disturbance or through coordinated placement 
within 3,948 federal surface acres and be re- 
stricted from 4,834.76 federal surface acres (refer 
to Table 3 and Appendix D). As proposed, less 
than one percent of the Farmington District will 
be closed to rights-of-way or restricted in their 
placement by the designation of the ACECs. 
Most of the remaining 1.5 million acres of the 
Farmington District is open for placement of 
rights-of-way. The ACEC designations would 
also remove 10,592.76 federal surface acres from 
future lands actions including exchanges, sales, 
leases, etc. 


The designating of 44 sites (10,592.76 federal 
acres) as ACECs would add to their long-term 
protection and preservation. With approval of 
this amendment, as proposed, there will be 56 
Cultural ACECs and 25 Cultural SMAs within 
the Farmington District. 

















Consultation and Coordination 


The planning process for this document was agencies; Native American Tribes; as well as 
officially initiated through a public notice in the concerned public requesting to be included in the 
Federal Register on February 27, 1996. This amendment process. 


federal, State and local government agencies, to Public Participation 
comments regarding the proposed planning effort Interagency Management Group 
published in the Farmington Daily Times inviting Preparers 
| This plan was prepared by resource specialists 


A copy of the proposed plan will be sent to all from the Farmington District Office (see Appen- 
interested parties including professional archacol- dix E). 














Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 


Introduction 


This section contains information on the pro- 
posed ACECs included in this RMP amendment. 
The proposed ACECs include three sites, 
Andrews Ranch, Gomez Point and Gobernador 
Knob, which were identified in the 1988 RMP as 
Special Management Areas (SMAs) and are 
proposed to be enlarged. Gobernador Knob is 
proposed to be renamed by this amendment. 
The plan also includes 41 newly designated areas 
The text for each proposed ACEC includes a 
general description, management goals, and 
management prescriptions. The descriptive 
narrative of each proposed ACEC provides 
generalized background information on the site. 
The management goals state the general empha- 
sis for administration. In an attempt to direct the 
necessary funding toward on-the-ground manage- 
ment and long-term protection of the sites, 
Management prescriptions for each proposed 
ACEC are listed in the general order in which 
they are targeted for implementation. Final 
implementation schedules and site-specific 
management prescriptions will be developed in 
individual ACEC Cultural Resource Management 
Plans. Cultural Resource Management Plans 
have already been prepared and approved for 
Toh-la-kai, Bee Burrow, Indian Creek, Upper 
Kin Klizhin and Bis sa’ani Chacoan Outliers. 
Where possible, management prescriptions for 
ACECs will be implemented upon RMP amend- 
ment approval. Some of the prescriptions may 
be implemented simultaneously regardless of 
their order, but Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) 
designations and implementation plans, mineral 
withdrawals, and lands actions will usually be 
Carried out first. 


The prescription for OHV designation after 
amendment approval includes preparation of an 
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OHV plan and on-the-ground signing. The OHV 
plans will be coordinated with the 1995 OHV, 
RMP Amendment. 


The proposed ACECs are listed below and 
discussed in the same order. 


1. Chacoan Outliers 
a. Toh-la-kai 
b. Bee Burrow 
c. Indian Creek 
d. Upper Kin Klizhin 
e. Bis sa’ani 
f. Morris 41 
g. Andrews Ranch 
h. Church Rock Outlier 


2. Chacoan Roads 
a. North Road 
b. Ah-shi-sle-pah Road 
c. Crownpoint Steps and Herradura 


3. Navajo Refugee (Pueblito) Sites 
a. Deer House 
b. NM 01-39344 
c. Kachina Mask 
d. Hummingbird 
e. Blanco Mesa 
f. Ye’is-in-Row 
g. Kiva 
h. Pretty Woman 
j. Gomez Point 


4. Navajo Habitation Sites (Non-pueblito) 
a. Gould Pass Camp 
b. Superior Mesa Community 


5. Petroglyph and Pictograph Sites 
a. Pregnant Basketmaker 
b. Encierro Canyon 
c. NM 01-39236 
d. Delgadita/Pueblo Canyons 
e. Cibola Canyon 








f. Bi Yaazh 

g. Four Ye’i 

h. Largo Canyon Star Ceiling 
i. Star Spring 

j. Blanco Star Panel 

k. Shield Bearer 

1. Big Star 

m. Rabbit Tracks 

n. Carrizo Cranes 

oO. Martinez Canyon 


6. Historic Sites 
a. Dogie Canyon School 


32 


b. Rock House-Nestor Martin Homestead 
c. Gonzales Canyon-Senon S. Vigil 
Homestead 

d. Martin Apodaco Homestead 

e. Margarita Martinez Homestead 

f. Santos Peak 


7. Native American Traditional Use and Sacred 
Areas 
a. Cho’li’i (Gobernador Knob) 














1. Chacoan Outliers 





Chacoan outliers are Anasazi sites dating primar- 
ily to Pueblo Il, AD 900 -1100, and into early 
Pueblo III. Some show earlier components, 
while others have later Mesa Verde occupations. 
Characteristics of Chacoan structures include pre- 
planned floor plans, core-and-veneer walls, and 
large, high-ceilinged rooms. Associated with the 
Chacoan structures are great kivas, extensive 
earthworks, and Chacoan roads. 


Chacoan Outliers have been identified as one of 
the key archaeological values managed by the 
BLM. Eight sites were identified as SMAs or 
ACECs in the 1988 RMP. Seven of the eight 
sites identified below have come into federal 
Ownership since 1988. The BLM was unaware 
of the existence of the Church Rock Outlier in 
1988. All of the sites below, except the Church 
Rock Outlier, have been identified as Chaco 
Culture Archaeological Protection Archaeological 
Sites (Protection Sites) under PL 96-550 and its 
amendment PL 104-11. 


Toh-la-kai 


Toh-la-kai ACEC consists of a 10-acre Protec- 
tion Site in the southwest portion of the San Juan 
Basin, on the southern edge of Tohachi Flats. 
The Chacoan structure was three stories high. It 
is currently reduced to a rubble mound. The 
great kiva and an enclosed plaza are along the 
northern side of the Chacoan structure. An 
earlier Basketmaker III and possibly Pueblo I 
Component is also in the parcel. 


¢ Management Goal: 
The management goal for the Toh-la-kai ACEC 


will be the protection and preservation of cultural 
values. 
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¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Continue implementation of the Toh-la-kai 
Cultura! Resource Management Plan (1996a). 


2. Designate as "Closed" to OHV. Easement 
holder will be allowed access along power line 
road. 


3. Acquire 10 acres of subsurface minerals. 
Withdraw existing and acquired minerals (when 
and if acquired) and withdraw from land laws. 
This also includes fuei wood cuiting and sale; 
grazing; land or vegetation modification; and 
land sale, entry or exchange, etc. 


4. Coordinate with power line easement holder; 
no new rights-of-way will be issued. 


5. Designate as Visual Resource Management 
(VRM) Class I. 


6. Continue photo monitoring and patrol and 
surveillance programs. 


7. Prepare Historic American Building Survey 
(HABS) documentation and conduct stabilization. 


8. Fence boundary of ACEC. 


9. Conduct Class III cultural and Chacoan roads 
inventories. 


10. Nominate to National Register of Historic 
Places and World Heritage List. 


11. Consolidaic previous research data. 


Bee Burrow 


Bee Burrow ACEC is a 480-acre Protection Site 
located south of Chaco Culture National Historic 
Park. It consists of a 40-acre and a 440-acre 


parcel which are separated by 0.75 miles. Lo- 
cated on the smaller parcel is the Chacoan 
structure referred to as Bee Burrow. It contains 
11 ground floor rooms plus two enclosed kivas. 
One of the kivas has been excavated while the 
Other appears untouched. Segments of the 
northern wall extend over six feet high. Several 
Pictographs are west of the structure. Located on 
the larger parcel are numerous Community struc- 
tures associated with the Chacoan structure. 




















¢ Management Goal: 


The management goal for Bee Burrow ACEC 
will be the protection and preservation of cultural 
values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Continue implementation of the Bee Burrow 
Cultural Resource Management Plan (1994). 


2. Designate the 440-acre parcel as a “Limited” 
OHV area, limiting vehicles to maintained road 
s and the 40-acre parcel as a "Closed" OHV 
area. 


3. Acquire 480-acres of subsurface minerals. 
Withdraw existing and acquired minerals (when 
and if acquired) and withdraw from other land 
laws. This also includes fuel wood cutting and 


sale; grazing; land or vegetation modification; 
and land sale, entry or exchange, etc. 


4. No rights-of-way will be issued. 
5. Designate as VRM Class I. 


6. Complete stabilization and conduct stabilizat- 
ion maintenance. 


7. Continue photo monitoring and patrol and 
surveillance programs. 


8. Conduct Class III cultural and Chacoan roads 
inventories. 


9. Fence boundaries of ACEC. 
10. Nominate to World Heritage List. 


11. Consolidate previous research data. 


Indian Creek 


Indian Creek ACEC is a 100-acre (actually only 
96.61 acres) Protection Site located west of 
Chaco Culture National Historic Park. It con- 
tains two Chacoan structures plus numerous 
smaller structures. The largest is Casa Cielo, 
located on top of a mesa point. It contains 12 
ground story rooms plus an enclosed kiva. Casa 
Abajo is located to the west on a gently south 
facing slope. This structure contains nine rooms 
plus a large enclosed plaza on the southeast side. 
Casa Abajo predates Casa Cielo. 


¢ Management Goal: 
The management goal for Indian Creek ACEC 


will be the protection and preservation of cultural 
values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Continue implementation of the Indian Creek 
Cultural Resource Management Plan (1995c). 

















2. Designate as a "Closed" OHV area. 


3. Acquire 96.61 acres of subsurface minerals. 
Withdraw existing and acquired minerals (when 
and if acquired) and withdraw from other land 
laws. This also includes fuel wood cutting and 
Sale; grazing; land or vegetation modification; 
and land sale, entry or exchange, etc. 


4. No rights-of-way will be issued. 














5. Designate as VRM Class I. 


6. Continue photo monitoring and patrol and 
surveillance programs. 


7. Conduct Class III and Chacoan roads invento- 
ries. 


8. Conduct stabilization maintenance. 
9. Fence boundary of ACEC. 


10. Nominate to National Register of Historic 
Places and World Heritage List. 


11. Consolidate previous research data. 
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Upper Kin Klizhin 


Upper Kin Klizhin ACEC is a 60-acre Protection 
Site located south of Chaco Culture National 
Historic Park along the Chacoan South Road. 
The prehistoric road is identified as passing to 
both the east and west of the Chacoan structure. 
This structure contains approximately 19 ground 
floor rooms, an enclosed kiva and a possible 
tower kiva, along the northern side. Several 
small sites have been identified in the Protection 
Site, but most of the community may be outside 
of the parcel on Navajo Tribal lands. 


¢ Management Goal: 


The management goal for Upper Kin Klizhin 
ACEC will be the protection and preservation of 
cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Continue implementation of the Upper Kin 
Klizhin Cultural Resource Management Plan 
(1995d). 


2. Designate as a "Closed" OHV area. 

3. Acquire 60 acres of subsurface minerals. 
Withdraw existing and acquired minerals (when 
and if acquired) and withdraw from other land 
laws. This also includes fuel wood cutting and 
sale; grazing; land or vegetation modification; 
and land sale, entry or exchange, etc. 


4. No rights-of-way will be issued. 
5. Designate VRM Class I. 


6. Continue photo monitoring and patrol and 
surveillance programs. 


7. Conduct Class III and Chacoan roads invento- 
ries. 


8. Conduct stabilization and stabilization mainte- 
nance. 

















9. Fence boundary of ACEC. 


10. Nominate to National Register of Historic 
Places and World Heritage List. 


11. Consolidate previous research data. 


Bis sa’ani 


Bis sa’ani ACEC is a 131-acre Protection Site 
located northeast of Chaco Culture National 
Historic Park. The federal parcel containing Bis 
sa’ani is 132.72 acres. The whole federal parcel 
will be managed as the ACEC. The Protection 
Site contains the remains of two Chacoan struc- 
tures along with several other structures. The 
community is located to the south on Navajo 
Tribal lands and is not included in the Protection 
Site. Bis sa’ani is unique. It is the only 
Chacoan structure located on a clay ridge along 
a flat drainage. The site is precariously located 
on top of the ridge, with much of it undercut by 
erosion. Much of the site was excavated during 
the 1980’s by the Navajo Nation. 


¢ Management Goals: 
The management goal for Bis sa’ani ACEC will 
be the protection and preservation of cultural 


values and the use of the site for stabilization 
research. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Continue implementation of the Bis sa'ani 
Cultural Resource Management Plan (1996b). 


2. Designate as a "Closed" OHV area. 

3. Acquire 132.72 acres of subsurface minerals. 
Withdraw acquired minerals (when and if ac- 
quired) and withdraw from other land laws, This 
also includes fuel wood cutting and sale; grazing; 
and land or vegetation modification; land sale, 
entry or exchange, etc. 

4. No rights-of-way will be issued. 

5. Designate VRM Class I. 


6. Continue photo monitoring and patrol and 
surveillance programs. 


7. Prepare HABS documentation. 

8. Conduct Chacoan roads inventories. 

9. Solicit stabilization proposals including experi- 
mental methods. Conduct stabilization and 
stabilization maintenance. 


10. Conduct cadastral survey and fence bound- 
ary of ACEC. 


11. Nominate to National Register of Historic 
Places and World Heritage List. 


12. Consolidate previous research data. 


Morris 41 


Morris 41 ACEC is an 85-acre Protection Site. 

















The 85 acres is part of a 91-acre parcel under 
federal ownership. All 91 acres are included 
within the ACEC. Morris 41 contains one of the 
most extensive Anasazi communities in north- 
west New Mexico. It was probably continually 
occupied from Basketmaker III through most of 
Pueblo Ill. The most spectacular occupation was 
the Chacoan Pueblo II period when the Chacoan 
Structure and landscape architecture were con- 
structed. The Chacoan structure may have been 
three stories high with a tower kiva along the 
northern side and a large kiva at the southwest 
comer. A large depression south of the structure 
may be the great kiva. Several of the sites were 
excavated by Earl Morris during the first half of 
the 20th century. The site was vandalized, 
including portions of the Chacoan structure, 
during the late 1970s and early 1980s. 


¢ Management Goals: 


The management goal for Morris 41 ACEC will 
be the protection and preservation of cultural 
values along with public education and interpre- 
tation. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cult’ral Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Closed" OHV area. 


3. Acquire 91 acres of subsurface minerals. 
Withdraw existing and acquired minerals, (when 
and if and when acquired), and withdraw from 
other land laws. This also includes fuel wood 
Cutting and sale; grazing; land or vegetation 
modification; and land sale, entry or exchange, 
etc. 


4. No rights-of-way will be issued. 
5. Acquire vehicular access (easement). 


6. Designate VRM Class 1. 
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7. Continue patrol and surveillance and initiate 
photo monitoring programs. 


8. Prepare HABS documentation and complete 
archaeological site documentation. 


9. Coordinate with public and implement use of 
site for educational and interpretative purposes. 


10. Conduct emergency stabilization. 


11. Conduct detailed surface artifact analysis and 
limited testing to provide detailed artifact counts. 


12. Conduct Class III cultural and Chacoan 
roads inventory. 


13. Conduct stabilization and stabilization main- 
tenance. 


14. Conduct cadastral survey and fencing. 


15. Nominate to National Register of Historic 
Places and World Heritage List. 


16. Consolidate previous research data. 


Andrews Ranch 


In 1980 640 private acres were designated as the 
Andrews Ranch Chaco Culture Archaeological 
Protection Site. The 1988 Farmington Resource 
Area RMP designated it as an SMA. The parcel 
was acquired by the BLM in 1996. Also in 
1996, PL 104-11 enlarged the °rotection Site to 
include an additional 310 acres of State and 
private lands. They have been identified for 
acquisition and will be made part of the ACEC 
when and if acquired. The current ACEC con- 
tains 640 acres. 


Contained within Andrews Ranch ACEC are a 
Chacoan structure, possibly three great kivas, 
segments of Chacoan roads, and other features 
associated with Chacoan communities. 





¢ Management Goal: 


The management goal for Andrews Site ACEC 
will be the protection and preservation of cultural 
values. 


© Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Closed" OHV area and ac- 
quire legal access to site. 


3. Acquire 310 surface and mineral acres con- 
tained within the Protection Site and if acquired, 
withdraw from future entry. 

4. Withdraw from fuel wood cutting and sale; 
grazing; land or vegetation modification; and 
land sale, entry or exchange, etc. 

5. No rights-of-way will be issued. 

6. Designate VRM Class I. 


7. Establish photo monitoring and patrol and 
surveillance programs. 


8. Assess stabilization needs and stabilize. 


10. Document rock art and conduct Chacoan 
roads inventory. 


11. Conduct cadastral survey and fence bound- 
ary. 


12. Nominate to National Register of Historic 
Places and World Heritage List. 


13. Consolidate previous research data. 


Church Rock Outlier 


The Church Rock Outlier ACEC is a 160-acre 
parcel northeast of Gallup, New Mexico. It is 


not listed as a Protection Site. The Chacoan 
structure was probably only one story high with 
rooms surrounding three sides of the plaza. 
Several landscape architecture features surround 
the structure. One or more of these may be 
Chacoan roads. Several community sites are 
known to be in the parcel but have yet to be 
recorded. 


¢ Management Goal: 


The management goal for Church Rock Outlier 


ACEC will be the protection and preservation of 
Cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Limited" OHV area, limiting 
vehicles to maintained roads. 


3. Coordinate with existing oil and gas lease 


holders-operators on siting of development to 
minimize resource damage. Withdraw from 
future oil and gas leasing. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This also 
includes fuel wood cutting and sale; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 


exchange, etc. 


5. No rights-of-way will be issued except within 
existing right-of-way disturbance. 


6. Designate VRM Class I. 


7. Establish photo monitoring and patrol and 
surveillance programs. 


8. Prepare documentation for inclusion as a 
Chaco Culture Archaeological Protection Site. 


9. Prepare HABS documentation. 





10. Conduct detailed surface artifact analysis and 
limited testing to provide detailed artifact counts. 


11. Conduct Class III and roads inventory. 


12. Conduct cadastral survey and fence bound- 
ary. 


3 Po ee he : 


13. Nominate to National Register of Historic 
Places and World Heritage List. 


14. Consolidate previous research data. 

















Chacoan Roads 





ett Sentai: 


Chacoan roads were constructed by the Chacoan 
Anasazi primarily during Pueblo II, AD 900 - 
1100. The roads were first identified within the 
immediate area of Chaco Canyon, but further 
investigation revealed that they radiated out of 
Chaco Canyon and can be found even outside of 
the San Juan Basin. Roads are a cultural feature 
which has been described as landscape architec- 
ture. They are usually about 30 feet wide and 
very straight. If an obstacle such as a cliff or 
stabilized sand dune was in the projected align- 
ment it was not skirted around, but rather stairs 
were carved into the cliff and a trench dug 
through the dune. Several masonry features are 
found associated with the roads including 
herraduras - usually round, low walled masonry 
structures. 


Chacoan roads are often associated with Chacoan 
outliers. Thirty-nine outliers are listed as Chaco 
Culture Archaeological Protection Archaeological 
Sites under PL 96-550 and its amendment PL 
104-11. 


North Road 


North Road ACEC consists of seven parcels - 
segments containing approximately 5,900 acres. 
Several of the parcels contained lotted sections. 
For convince they are currently considered 40- 
acre lots. Four hundred forty acres are currently 
under private ownership and the BLM will work 
On a future exchange agreement with the owner. 
The segments extend north from Chaco Culture 
National Historic Park to Kutz Canyon. Unique 
to the North Road are several segments contain- 
ing parallel roads and the "Quads" where four 
roads parallel each other. A herradura is located 
where the road drops into Kutz Canyon and 
ar ther is near the bottom of the canyon. Lo- 
caie! within the ACEC is the Chacoan outlier 
Halfway House. 
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¢ Management Goal: 


The management goal for the North Road 


ACEC will be the protection and preservation of 
Cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Limited" OHV area; limiting 
vehicles to maintained roads. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders - operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This also 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; land sale, and entry or 
exchange, etc. 


5. Acquire state minerals under part of Segment 
#2 and if acquired, re-lease with no surface 
occupancy stipulation. 


6. Coordinate with right-of-way holders. New 
rights-of-way will be placed within existing 
right-of-way disturbance if possible. No rights- 
of-way will be issued across parallel roads, the 
"Quads" or the 160 acre parcel containing Half- 
way House. All surface disturbing rights-of-way 
will require expanded documentation prior to 
surface disturbing activities. 


7. Designate VRM Class II all parcels except for 
the 40-acre parcel containing Halfway House, a 
Chaco Culture Archaeological Protection Site, 
which will be Class I designation. 


8. Conduct Chacoan roads inventory. 


9. Nominate specific segments to the National 
Register of Historic Places. 


10. Consolidate previous research data. 
Ah-shi-sle-pah Road 


Ah-shi-sle-pah Road ACEC is 668 acres. This is 
the only segment of the Ah-shi-sle-pah Road on 
federal surface. It is northwest of Chaco Culture 
National Historic Park near Black Lake. 


¢ Management Goals: 


The management goal for the Ah-shi-sle-pah 
Road ACEC will be the protection and preserva- 
tion of cultural values. The ACEC will also be 
managed for quail and other small bird habitat. 
Wildlife projects will not be permitted within 
750 feet of the road and will not alter the visual 
sphere from the road. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as "Limited" for OHV; limiting 
vehicles to maintained roads. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, grazing and other land laws. 
This also includes fuel wood cutting and sales; 
land or vegetation modification; and land sale, 


entry or exchange, etc 


5. Coordinate with right-of-way holder. New 
rights-of-way will be placed within existing 
disturbance. All surface disturbing rights-of-way 
will require expanded documentation. 


6. Designate VRM Class II. 
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7. Allow on a case by case basis small projects 
related to habitat improvement for quail and 
other small birds. 


8. Conduct Chacoan roads inventory. 


9. Nominate specific segments to the National 
Register of Historic Places. 


10. Consolidate previous research data. 
Crownpoint Steps and Herradura 


The Crownpoint Steps and Herradura ACEC is 
609.45 acres. It is located south of Crownpoint, 
New Mexico. Only one other example of 
Chacoan steps are known to exist on BLM- 
administered lands. 


¢ Management Goal: 


The management goal for the Crownpoint Steps 
and Herradura ACEC will be the protection and 
preservation of cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as "Limited" for OHV; limiting 
vehicles to maintained roads. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This also 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
exchange, etc. 


5. No rights-of-way will be issued. 


6. Designate VRM Class II. 





7. Conduct Chacoan roads inventory. Places. 
8. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 9. Consolidate previous research data. 
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3. Navajo Refugee (Pueblito) Sites 





General Description: 


Navajo pueblitos are a unique resource to the 
Farmington District and a few surrounding areas. 
The 1988 RMP identified six ACECs and 20 
SMAs to protect pueblitos and associated fea- 
tures. Since the 1988 RMP was prepared, 
several additional pueblitos have been identified 
and documented. Tree-ring dating has been 
conducted at most of the pueblitos since 1988 
which has shed light on when these sites were 
constructed and occupied. It was found that 
most were constructed between 1710 and 1740, 
later than originally believed. 


Eight pueblitos are identified as potential ACECs 
in this amendment. Future investigations will 
undoubtfully locate additional sites which may 
be designated as ACECs in future RMP amend- 
ments 


Deer House 


Deer House ACEC is a 40-acre parcel containing 
a seven room pueblito with standing architecture 
and a portion of an intact roof. Associated with 
the pueblito are two fork-sticked hogans, a 
burned rock midden, and a possible kiln in the 
trash midden. The pueblito is located on a 
narrow rock promontory on the first bench above 
Rockhouse Canyon. 


¢ Management Goal: 
The management goal for the Deer House ACEC 


will be the protection and preservation of cultural 
values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Pian. 


45 


2. Designate as a "Closed" OHV area. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders-operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
exchange, etc. 


5. No new rights-of-way will be issued. 
6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Prepare HABS documentation and conduct 
Class III cultural inventory. 


8. Conduct stabilization of pueblito. 


9. Complete nomination to the National Register 
of Historic Places. 


NM 01-39344 [LA 102353] 


NM 01-39344 ACEC is an 80-acre parcel located 
on Encinada Mesa. The pueblito is a four-room 
pueblito situated on two levels of a rock outcrop 
on the edge of a cliff. Portions of the walls 
extend up to five feet high. To the north of the 
pueblito are the remains of burned hogans. The 
rock cliff adjacent to a spring to the west of the 
pueblito has extensive petroglyphs and picto- 
graphs along with a historic corral. 


¢ Management Goal: 


The management goal for the NM 01-39344 


ACEC will be the protection and preservation of 
Cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Pian. 


2. Designate as a "Limited" OHV area; limiting 
vehicles to maintained roads. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders-operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 


exchange, etc. 


5. Coordinate with right-of-way holder on main- 
tenance and use of rights-of-way. New rights-of- 
way will be placed within existing right-of-way 
disturbance. 


6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Prepare HABS documentation and conduct 
Class III cultural inventory. 


8. Conduct stabilization of pueblito. 


9. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Kachina Mask 


Kachina Mask ACEC is a 10-acre parcel contain- 
ing Kachina Mask Pueblito. It is a three- room 
structure and is the earliest known pueblito in 
Dinétah, dating to 1680, the year of the Pueblo 
Revolt. The pueblito is situated on a narrow 
bench of a side canyon of Jesus Canyon. 


¢ Management Goal: 


The management goal for the Kachina Mask 


ACEC will be the protection and preservation of 
cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Closed" OHV area. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
lease holders-operators on siting of development 
to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
exchange, etc. 


5. No new rights-of-way will be issued. 
6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Prepare HABS documentation and conduct 
Class III cultural inventory. 


8. Conduct stabilization of pueblito. 


9. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Hummingbird 


Hummingbird ACEC is a 40-acre parcel on a 
bench above Johnson Canyon. The five-room 
pueblito is located on a boulder with a segment 
of intact roof over Room 1. The site also pos- 
sesses a fortified entryway. 


e Management Goal: 


The management goal for the Hummingbird 


ACEC will be the protection and preservation of 
cultural values. 





¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Pian. 


2. Designate as a "Closed" OHV area. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders-operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
excilange, etc. 


5. No new rights-of-way will be issued. 
6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Prepare HABS documentation and conduct 
Class III cultural inventory. 


8. Conduct stabilization of pueblito. 


9. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Blanco Mesa 


Blanco Mesa ACEC is a 130-acre parcel contain- 
ing McKean Pueblito on top of an isolated butte 
and associated sites. The pueblito contains one 
roofed room and the remains of up to 10 addi- 
tional rooms. Below the pueblito to the south 
and east are remains of forked-stick hogans, 
sweat lodges, structures with slab-lined hearths 


and pictographs. 
¢ Management Goal: 
The management goal for the Blanco Mesa 


ACEC will be the protection and preservation of 
Cultural values. 
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¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Closed" OHV area. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders - operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
exchange, etc. 


5. No new rights-of-way will be issued. 
6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Prepare HABS documentation and conduct 
Class III cultural inventory. 


8. Conduct stabilization of pueblito. 


9. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Ye’is-in-Row 


Ye’is-in-Row ACEC is a 40-acre parcel located 
on Devils Spring Mesa. The site is well known, 
as its location is published on the topographical 
map and a road passes adjacent to the site. The 
1-2 room pueblito is located on an isolated 
boulder. Located on the southern side of the 
boulder are a series of petroglyphs with numer- 
ous figures including ye’is, cloud terraces, etc. 
The site is a rare sample of the co-occurrence of 
pueblitos and rock art. 


¢ Management Goal: 


The management goal for the Ye’is-in-Row 


ACEC will be the protection and preservation of 
Cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Pian. 


2. Designate as a “Limited” OHV area; limiting 
vehicles to maintained roads. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with oil and 
gas lease holders-operators on siting of develop- 
ment to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) eatry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sale; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
exchange, etc. 


5. Coordinate with right-of-way holder on main- 
tenance and use of rights-of-way. New rights-of- 
way will be placed within existing rights-of-way. 
6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Prepare HABS documentation and conduct 
Class III cultural inventory. 


8. Conduct stabilization of pueblito. 


9. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 


ladder or pegs wedged into cracks on the butte 
sides. From Kiva many of the middle Largo 
Canyon pueblitos are visible. The pueblito is 
called Kiva because when its location was 
pointed out to the BLM it was described as a 
kiva on top of the butte. 


¢ Management Goal: 


The management goal for the Kiva ACEC will 


be the protection and preservation of cultural 
values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Pian. 


2. Designate as a "Limited" OHV area; limiting 
vehicles to maintained roads. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders-operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 


exchange, etc. 

5. Coordinate with right-of-way holder on main- 
tenance and use of right-of-way. New rights-of- 
way will be placed within existing right-of-way 
disturbance. 

6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Prepare HABS documentation and conduct 
Class III cultural inventory. 


8. Conduct stabilization of pueblito. 


9. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 





Pretty Woman 


Pretty Woman ACEC is an 80-acre parcel pri- 
marily on a ridge extending north into a side 
canyon of Blanco Canyon. It is one of the 
western most known pueblitos in the Dinétah. 
The pueblito is located on two levels at the 
terminal end of the ridge. The majority of the 
structure, four rooms, are located along the south 
side of the ridge terminus. On top of the end of 
the ridge are remains of what may have been 
low walls. A forked stick hogan was adjacent to 
the pueblito. South of the pueblito are a sweat 
lodge, storage features and a series of 
petroglyphs, including a female ye’i, which the 
site was named after. 


¢ Management Goal: 


The management goal for the Pretty Woman 
ACEC will be the protection and preservation of 
Cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Closed" OHV area. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas holders-operators on siting of devel- 
Opment to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and sale, entry or ex- 
Change, etc. 


5. No rights-of-way will be issued. 
6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Prepare HABS documentation and conduct 
Class III cultural inventory. 
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8. Conduct stabilization of pueblito. 


9. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Gomez Point 


Gomez Point was designated as a 40-acre SMA 
in the 1988 Farmington Resource Area RMP. 
Since its designation a complex of petroglyph 
and pictograph panels was located in the bottom 
of Carrizo Canyon just outside of the SMA. The 
Navajo petroglyphs represent anthropomorphic 
and animal figures along with geometric patterns. 
The pictographs include three large circle shields. 


¢ Management Goal: 


The management goal for the Gomez Point 


ACEC will be the protection and preservation of 
Cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Pian. 


2. Designate as a "Limited" OHV area. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas holders-operators on siting of devel- 
opment to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and sale, entry or ex- 
change, etc. 


5. Coordinate with right-of-way holders on 
maintenance and use of rights-of-way. New 
rights-of-way will be placed within existing 
right-of-way disturbance. 


6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Class Ill cultural inventory including detailed 
documentation of images. 


9. Amend National Register of Historic Places 
nomination. 

















4. Navajo Habitation Sites (Non-pueblito) 





General Description 


Navajo pueblitos are an uncommon site type 
compared to Navajo habitation and special use 
sites. Dinétah and Gobernador Phase habitation 
Sites primarily consist of forked-stick hogans and 
associated features such as shades, hearths, sweat 
lodges and other features. These sites are known 
to occur throughout much of the Farmington 
District, with their largest concentration in the 
Dinétah. Two sites have been identified as 
ACECs to protect and preserve this example of 


Navajo history. 
Gould Pass Camp 


Gould Pass Camp ACEC is a 40-acre parcel on 
the northwest portion of Encinada Mesa. The 
series of five forked-stick hogans are located on 
an east facing bench of a side canyon off of 
Carrizo Canyon. Contained in Gould Pass Camp 
is a rare example of a partially standing forked- 
stick hogan. 


¢ Management Goal: 
The management goal for the Gould Pass Camp 


ACEC will be the protection and preservation of 
cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Pian. 


2. Designate as a "Closed" OHV area. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders-operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage. 
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4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
exchange, etc. 


5. Coordinate with right-of-way holder on main- 
tenance and use of right-of-way. New rights-of- 
way will be placed within existing right-of-way 
disturbance. 


6. Designate VRM Class II. 
7. Conduct Class III cultural inventory. 


8. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Superior Mesa Community 


Superior Mesa Community ACEC is a 400-acre 
parcel primarily on Superior Mesa, but also 
extending to the bottom of a side canyon of 
Palluche Canyon. The ACEC contains numerous 
forked-stick hogans along with associated fea- 
tures such as sweat lodges, thermal features and 
middens. Also within the ACEC are several 
petroglyph and pictograph panels including Ye’i 
Display. 


¢ Management Goal: 
The management goal for the Superior Mesa 


Community ACEC will be the protection and 
preservation of cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Limited" OHV area, limiting 
vehicles to maintained roads. 





3. Attach’a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
Oil and gas lease holders-operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood sales; land or vegetation 
modification; land sale, entry or exchange, etc. 


5. Coordinate with right-of-way holder on main- 
tenance and use of rights-of-way. New rights-of- 
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way will be placed within existing right-of-way 
disturbance. 


6. Designate VRM Class II. 
7. Conduct Class III cultural inventory. 


8. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 





¢ Management Goals: 


The management goals for the Margarita Marti- 
nez Homestead ACEC will be the protection and 
preservation of cultural values and their public 
interpretation. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource 'ianagement 
Plan. 





in 1704 the Roque Madrid campaign met the 
Navajo in battle on August 12th. An unknown 
number of Navajo were killed or injured while 
five New Mexicans were wounded. Madrid 
could not take the mesa and the battle was 
considered a victory for the Navajo. 


¢ Management Goals: 


The management goals for Santos Peak ACEC 
will be the protection and preservation of the 


peak and surrounding area for its historic values. 
2. Designate asa "Closed" OHV area. Maamamamant Deananiensi ~~~ _______________™ 








5. Petroglyph and Pictograph Sites 





ial eet 


Petroglyphs and pictographs are a common site 
type in the Farmington District. Although they 
are common they vary greatly. Some petroglyph 
Or pictograph panels only have one element, 
while others may have hundreds. There is a wide 
range in temporal variation also. Although there 
are no identified Archaic images, Anasazi 
through modern sites are present. They also 
vary by element or subject. The following 
ACECs are an attempt to capture the variety of 
Anasazi and early Navajo images throughout the 
District. 


Pregnant Basketmaker 


Pregnant Basketmaker ACEC is a 10-acre parcel 
located in Escarbada Canyon, a tributary of 
Gobernador Canyon. The petroglyph panel 
contains the images of three humans, possibly a 
family. The one adult is pregnant and the baby 
is in position to be delivered. A series of baby 
foot prints appear to be walking up the rock wall 
next to the figures. 


¢ Management Goal: 


The management goal for the Pregnant 
Basketmaker ACEC will be the protection and 
preservation of cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Limited" OHV area, limiting 
vehicles to maintained roads. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holder-operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage. 
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4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
exchange, etc. 


5. Coordinate with right-of-way holder on main- 
tenance and use of rights-of-way. New rights-of- 
way will be placed within existing right-of-way 
disturbance. 


6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Withdraw from current grazing aad fence site 
to protect ACEC from livestock and vehicles. 


8. Conduct Class II cultural inventory, including 
detailed documcatation of images. 


9. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Encierro Canyon 


Encierro Canyon ACEC is an 80-acre ACEC 
primarily in the bottom of Encierro Canyon. 
Along the canycn walls of the ACEC are exten- 
sive panels of Anasazi and early Navajo 
petroglyphs and pictographs. 


¢ Management Goal: 
The management goal for the Encierro Canyon 


ACEC will be the protection and preservation of 
Cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Limited" OHV area, limiting 
vehicles to maintained roads. 








7. Native American Traditional Use 
and Sacred Areas 





General Description: ° Management Prescriptions: 


Four areas were identified as Native American 1. Prepare Cultural Resource Management Plan. 
Traditional Use and Sacred Areas in the 1988 


_i Oe ~~ 








3. Attach a no.surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders-Operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral entry or sale, 
and other land laws. This also includes fuel 
wood cutting and sales; land or vegetation 
modification; and land sale, entry or exchange, 
etc. 


5. Coordinate with right-of-way holder on main- 
tenance and use of rights-of-way. New rights-of- 
way will be placed within existing right-of-way 
disturbance. 


6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Conduct Class III cultural inventory, including 
detailed documentation of images. 


8. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


NM 01-39236 


NM 01-39236 ACEC is a 10-acre parcel located 
in a side canyon off Carrizo Canyon. The 
petroglyph panels are scattered across two levels 
of the canyon wall. Several of the petroglyph 
elements are believed to be Pueblo IV or later 
while other elements are Anasazi and early 
Navajo. 


¢ Management Goal: 
The management goal for the NM 01-39236 


ACEC will be the protection and preservation of 
Cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Limited" OHV area, limiting 
vehicles to maintained roads. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders-operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource development. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral entry (non-oil 
and gas) or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
exchange, etc. 


5. Coordinate with right-of-way holder on main- 
tenance and use of rights-of-way. New rights-of- 
way will be placed within existing right-of-way 
disturbance. 


6. Withdraw from current grazing and fence site 
to protect ACEC from livestock and vehicles. 


7. Designate VRM Class II. 


8. Conduct Class III cultural inventory, including 
detailed documentation of images. 


9. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Delgadita/Pueblo Canyons 


Delgadita/Pueblo Canyons ACEC is a 160-acre 
ACEC in Pueblo and Delgadita Canyons. 
Twenty additional acres adjacent to the ACEC 
are private surface. They have been identified for 
acquisition and will be made part of the ACEC 
when and if acquired. Located within the ACEC 
are Navajo petroglyphs and pictographs contain- 
ing numerous representations of the "holy peo- 
ple" and other elements. It is one of the few 
areas in the Farmington District were pictographs 
Out number petroglyphs. Two very deteriorated 
pueblitos also lie within the ACEC. 


¢ Management Goal: 
The management goal for the Delgadita/Pueblo 


Canyons ACEC will be the protection and pres- 
ervation of cultural values. 
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¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Limited" OHV area, limiting 
vehicles to maintained roads. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders-operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sale; land or 
vegetation modification, and land sale, entry or 


exchange, etc. 


5. Coordinate with right-of-way holder on main- 
tenance and use of rights-of-way. New rights-of- 
way will be placed within existing disturbance. 


6. Withdraw ten acres from current grazing and 
fence to protect ACEC from livestock and vehi- 
Cles. 


7. Designate VRM Class II. 


8. Coordinate with private land owner and 
acquire 20 acres private surface. 


9. Conduct Class iI cultural inventory, including 
detailed documentation of images. 


10. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Cibola Canyon 


Cibola Canyon ACEC is a 10-acre parcel in 
Cibola Canyon. Ter additional acres are on 
State of New Mexico lands and have been 
identified for acquisition. They will be made 
part of the ACEC, when and if acquired. The 
ACEC contains Anasazi, early Navajo and 
historic petroglyphs, and early Navajo picto- 
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graphs. Elements present include Anasazi an- 
thropomorphic figures and animals and early 
Navajo "holy people", corn plants and animals. 
Pecked or scratched over some of these elements 
are historic elements including a house, a train, 
a large cow and several names. 


¢ Management Goal: 


The management goal for the Cibola Canyon 


ACEC will be the protection and preservation of 
cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Limited" OHV area, limiting 
vehicles to maintained roads. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders-Operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
exchange, etc. 


5. New rights-of-way will be placed within 
existing roadway disturbance. 


6. Withdraw ten acres from cuctent grazing and 
fence to protect ACEC from livestock and vehi- 
Cles. 


7. Coordinate with State of New Mexico and 
acquire 10 surface and minerals acres. 


8. Designate VRM Class II. 


9. Conduct Class III cultural inventory, including 
detailed documentation of images. 





Appendix A 
Legal Descriptions of Proposed ACECs 





NAME LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
Chacoan Outliers 

Toh-la-kai T16N RI8W _ Sec. 33 SW/4SE/4SE/4 

Bee Burrow TION R11W Sec. 27 W/2SW/4, S/2NW/4 


Sec. 28 SE/4, S/2NE/4 
Sec. 29 SW/4SE/4 
Sec. 33 N/2N/2NE/4 


eel o/s yy J, Te see so 


10. Nominate to the National Register of His- 
toric Places. 


Bi Yaazh 


Bi Yaazh ACEC is a 40-acre parcel in Rincon 
Largo Canyon. The ACEC contains extensive 
early Navajo petroglyphs and  pictographs. 
Elements include numerous Navajo "holy peo- 
ple" such as The Humpback God, female ye’i, 
Fringed Mouth and possibly "Father Sun". A 
series of mounted horses may represent a war 
party. The parcel also contains structures that 
may be ceremonially related to the rock art. 


¢ Management Goal: 


The management goal for the Bi Yaazh ACEC 
will be the protection and preservation of cultural 
values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Closed" OHV area. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders- operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
exchange, etc. 


5. No rights-of-way will be issued. 
6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Conduct Class Il cultural inventory, including 
detailed documentation of images. 
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8. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Four Ye’i 


Four Ye’i ACEC is a 40-acre parcel in an un- 
named tributary of Largo Canyon. The ACEC 
contains several panels of early Navajo 
petroglyphs, including one with four ye’is in a 
row. 


¢ Management Goal: 


The management goal for the Four Ye’i ACEC 
will be the protection and preservation of cultural 
values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a “Limited" OHV area; limiting 
vehicles to maintained roads. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders-operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; grazing; and land sale, 
entry or exchange, etc. 


5. Coordinate with easement holders on mainte- 
nance and use of easements. New rights-of-way 
will be placed within existing easement distur- 
bance. 


6. Withdraw from grazing and fence to protect 
ACEC from livestock and vehicles. 


7. Designate VRM Class II. 











Table A. Legal Descriptions of Proposed ACECs 





-continued- 
NAME LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
Segment 6 T25N R1OW Sec. 19 E/2NW/4, E/2NW/4NW/4, 
E/2SW/4NW/4, W/2W/2NE/4 
Segment 7 T25N R10W Sec. 6 E/2NW/4, E/2SW/4, W/2SE/4 





Sec. 7. E2W2W/2 


~~~. 


8. Conduct Class III cultural inventory, including 
detailed documentation of images. 


9. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Largo Canyon Star Ceiling 


Largo Canyon Star Ceiling ACEC is a 20-acre 
parcel in an unnamed tributary of Largo Canyon. 
The ACEC contains a rockshelter overhang 
which has early Navajo stars painted on the 
Ceiling. Along the canyon wall near the star 
ceiling are several early Navajo petroglyph 
panels 


¢ Management Goal: 


The management goal for the Largo Canyon Star 
Ceiling ACEC will be the protection and preser- 
vation of cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Limited" OHV area; limiting 
vehicles to maintained roads. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders-operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
exchange, etc. 


$. Coordinate with right-of-way holder on main- 
tenance and use of rights-of-way. New rights-of- 
way will be placed within existing right-of-way 
disturbance. 
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6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Conduct Class III cultural inventory including 
detailed documentation of images. 


8. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Star Spring 


Star Spring ACEC is a 20-acre parcel in Jasis 
(Jesus) Canyon. Ten additional acres are on 
State of New Mexico lands and have been 
identified for acquisition and will be made part 
of the ACEC when and if acquired. The ACEC 
contains a rock overhang with early Navajo stars 
painted on the ceiling. Along the canyon walls 
are several early Navajo pictographs. Also 
located in the ACEC is a cliff type Navajo 
pueblito. On State lands is a boulder pueblito 


and numerous petroglyph and pictograph panels. 
¢ Management Goal: 


The management goal for the Star Spring ACEC 


will be the protection and preservation of cultural 
values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Closed" OHV area. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders-operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
exchange, etc. 


5. No rights-of-way will be issued. 








6. Designate VRM Class IL. 


7. Coordinate with State of New Mexico and 
acquire 10 surface and minerals acres. 


8. Conduct Class III cultural inventory including 
detailed documentation of images. 


9. Prepare HABS documentation and conduct 
stabilization. 


10. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Blanco Star Panel 


Blanco Star Panel ACEC is a 20-acre parcel in 
an unnamed tributary of Blanco Canyon. The 
ACEC contains several panels of early Navajo 
petroglyphs. Included in the elements are star 


patterns, a bat, and a figure holding a hoop. 
¢ Management Goal: 


The management goai for the Blanco Star Panel 


ACEC will be the protection and preservation of 
Cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. ; 


2. Designate as a "Closed" OHV area. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
lease holders-operators on siting of development 
to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 


exchange, etc. 
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5. No rights-of-way will be issued. 
6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Withdraw 15 acres from current grazing in 
canyon bottom and fence site to protect ACEC 
from livestock and vehicles. 


8. Conduct Class III cultural inventory including 
detailed documentation of images. 


9. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Shield Bearer 


Shield Bearer is a 40-acre parcel in a side can- 
yon of Gobernador Canyon. The ACEC contains 
several pictographic elements which exhibit 
characteristics of Pueblo IV images. The images 
include hand prints, a red circle with six "rays" 
or "arrows", and anthropomorphic figures. The 
ACEC is named after a pictograph of a human 
figure holding a shield decorated with six eagle 
and six parrot feathers. The shield is surrounded 
with red fringe. 


Management Goal: 
The management goal for the Shield Bearer 


ACEC will be the protection and preservation of 
cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Pian. 


2. Designate as a "Limited" OHV area. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
lease holders-operators on siting of development 
to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 


includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
exchange, etc. 


5. Coordinate with right-of-way holder on main- 
tenance and use of rights-of-way. New rights-of- 
way will be placed within existing right-of-way 
disturbance. 


6. Designate VRM Class Il. 


7. Conduct Class III cultural inventory including 
detailed documentation of images. 


8. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Big Star 


Big Star ACEC is a 40-acre parcel located in a 
side canyon of Adolfo Canyon. The ACEC 
contains several panels of Anasazi and Navajo 
petroglyphs. Located near the bottom of one 
panel is a large four-pointed Navajo star from 
which the site name is derived. Other Navajo 
elements include other stars, corn plants, rider on 
horseback, several birds and bird tracks, along 
with geometric designs. Dot patterns may repre- 
sent other stars and constellations. The Anasazi 
elements include anthropomorphic figures and 
geometric designs. 


¢ Management Goal: 
The management goal for the Big Star ACEC 


will be the protection and preservation of cultural 
values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Closed" OHV area. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
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new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
lease holders-operators on siting of development 
to minimize resource damage. Utilize existing 
oil/gas pad and access if new well is proposed in 
ACEC. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
exchange, etc. 


5. No rights-of-way will be issued. 
6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Conduct Class III cultural inventory including 
detailed documentation of images. 


8. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Rabbit Tracks 


Rabbit Tracks is a 10-acre parcel at the junction 
of Encierro and Carrizo Canyons. The ACEC 
contains a panel of early Navajo petroglyphs 
which includes the pattern of rabbit tracks, but 
instead of the tracks of rabbits they are the foot 
prints of a bobcat or cougar. Adjacent to this 
element are two large stars and a circle of dots. 
Also included in the ACEC is a large folk-art 
panel of a woman wearing a dress containing 
detailed floral and avian elements. 


¢ Management Goal: 
The management goal for the Rabbit Tracks 


ACEC will be the protection and preservation of 
Cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a “Limited” OHV area. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
lease holders-operators on siting of development 
to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
exchange, etc. 


5. Coordinate with easement holders on mainte- 
nance and use of easements. New rights-of-way 
will be placed within existing right-of-way 
disturbance. 


6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Conduct Class III cultural inventory including 
detailed documentation of images. 


8. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Carrizo Cranes 


Carrizo Cranes is a 15-acre parcel along the 
north side of Carrizo Canyon east of Encierro 
Canyon. The ACEC contains a panel of Anasazi 
petroglyphs including four cranes and several 
anthropomorphic figures. The largest crane is 6 
foot 11 inches tall. 


¢ Management Goal: 
The management goal for the Carrizo Cranes 


ACEC will be the protection and preservation of 
cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Pian. 


2. Designate as a "Closed" OHV area. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
lease holders-operators on siting of development 
to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
exchange, etc. 


5. No rights-of-way will be issued. 
6. Designate VRM Class I]. 


7. Conduct Class III cultural inventory including 
detailed documentation of images. 


8. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Martinez Canyon 


Martinez Canyon is a 40-acre parcel near the 
juncture of Martinez and Carrizo Canyons. The 
parcel contains an array of both Anasazi and 
Navajo petroglyphs and pictographs along with 
the remains of a Navajo pueblito and a buried 
storage feature. The Anasazi elements include 
long-necked birds, anthropomorphic figures, 
spirals, foot prints, geometric designs and dot 
patterns. The Navajo elements include images of 
the Hero Twins and other holy people. Little 
masonry is left of the boulder pueblito. 


¢ Management Goal: 
The management goal for the Martinez Canyon 


ACEC will be the protection and preservation of 
Cultural values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 





Pian. 


2. Designate as a "Limited" OHV area; limiting 
vehicles to maintained roads. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation or 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders-operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
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exchange, etc. 


5. Coordinate with right-of-way holder on main- 
tenance and use of rights-of-way. New rights-of- 
way will be placed within existing right-of-way 
disturbance. 


6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Conduct Class III cultural inv 
detailed documentation of images. 


ay including 


8. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 
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6. Historic Sites 





General Description: 


Although Hispanic and Euro-Americans have 
lived in the San Juan Basin for well over a 
hundred years, there is little structural evidence 
for the earlier aspects of this occupation on 
federal lands. Most ranch houses or other struc- 
tures were built on lands which were transferred 
to the owners through the Homestead Act, and 
are now on private lands. In some cases these 
lands are returned to federal ownership, as are 
three of the homesteads below. The Dogie 
Canyon School and Margarita Martinez Home- 
Stead were constructed on lands which were 
never patented. 


Dogie Canyon School 


The Dogie Canyon School ACEC is a 10-acre 
parcel located at the mouth of Dogie Canyon. It 
was a school for the local ranchers’ children 
during the first half of the 20th century. Cur- 
rently all that remain of the stone school building 
are walls about three feet high. 


Several other features are located adjacent to the 
school. Their function has yet to be determined. 


¢ Management Goals: 


The management goals for the Dogie Canyon 
School ACEC will be the protection and preser- 
vation of cultural values and their public inter- 
pretation. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 

2. Designate as "Limited" OHV area, limiting 
vehicles to maintained roads. 
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3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders-operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
exchange, etc. 


5. Coordinate with right-of-way holder on main- 
tenance and use of rights-of-way. New rights-of- 
way wil! be placed within existing right-of-way 
disturbance. 


6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Withdraw from current grazing and fence 
approximately five acres to protect ACEC from 
livestock and vehicles. 


8. Prepare HABS documentation and stabilize 
masonry school house and other masonry fea- 
tures. 


9. Prepare interpretive brochure and sign the site 
for public visitation. 


10. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Rock House-Nestor Martin Home- 
stead 


The Rock House-Nestor Martin Homestead 
ACEC is a 30-acre parcel located in Largo 
Canyon. Currently all that remains of the old 
homestead are sandstone walls of the house, 
foundation stones of an outbuilding and scattered 
remains of a masonry and wooden fence. This 
may be one of the oldest Euro-American sites 
within Largo Canyon. An 1882 map from the 
Surveyor General’s Office in Santa Fe, N.M. 





shows a house and corral here. The 160-acre 
homestead was patented in 1885. 


¢ Management Goals: 


The management goals for the Rock House- 
Nestor Martin Homestead ACEC will be the 
protection and preservation of cultural values and 


their public interpretation 
¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Closed" OHV area. 


3. Acquire minerals, including oil and gas. 
Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and gas) 
entry and sale. No surface occupancy stipulation 
on new oil and gas leases. Withdraw from other 
land laws. This includes fuel wood cutting and 
sales; land or vegetation modification; and land 
sale, entry or exchange, etc. 


4. Coordinate with easement holders on mainte- 
nance and use of easements. New rights-of-way 
will be placed within existing easement distur- 
bance. 


5. Designate VRM Class II. 


6. Withdraw from grazing and fence to protect 
ACEC from livestock and vehicles. 


7. Prepare HABS documentation and conduct 
stabilization of house and other features. 


8. Prepare interpretive brochure and sign the site 
for public visitation. 


9. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Gonzales Canyon-Senon S. Vigil 
Homestead 


The Gonzales Canyon-Senon S. Vigil Homestead 
ACEC is a 40-acre parcel located in Gonzales 
Canyon. It contains the remains of two sandstone 
houses and two corrals. One house has almost 
all of the original walls still standing, while most 
of the other is collapsed. The homestead was 
patented in 1917. 


¢ Management Goals: 


The management goals for the Gonzales Caryon 
- Senon S. Vigil Homestead ACEC will be the 
protection and preservation of cultural values and 
their public interpretation. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Closed" OHV area. 


3. Acquire minerals, including oil and gas. 
Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and gas) 
entry and sale. No surface occupancy stipulation 
on new oil and gas leases. Withdraw from other 
land laws. This includes fuel wood cutting and 
sales; land or vegetation modification; and land 
sale, entry or exchange, etc. 


4. Coordinate with any easement holders on 
maintenance and use of easements. No new 
rights-of-way. 


5. Designate VRM Class II. 


6. Withdraw from grazing and fence to protect 
ACEC from livestock and vehicles. 





7. Prepare HABS documentation and conduct 
Stabilization of houses and other features. 


8. Prepare interpretive brochure and sign the site 
for public visitation. 


9. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Martin Apodaco Homestead 


The Martin Apodaco Homestead ACEC is a 110- 
acre parcel located in a side canyon off Largo 
Canyon. The homestead consists of three struc- 
tures and was referred to as El Polito by the 
local residents. The largest structure was once 
used as a church and was called El Buen Pastor. 
The other two structures ware to believed to 
have been houses. All were constructed from 
local sandstone blocks and had viga and lattia 
Style roofs. One room of a house was con- 
structed by using upright juniper posts placed 
adjacent to each o*her and then plastered. A 
series of springs east of the structures provide 
water for several very large cottonwoods that 
shade the two eastern structures. The 160-acre 
homestead was patented in 1919. 


¢ Management Goals: 


The management goals for the Martin Apodaco 
Homestead ACEC will be the protection and 
preservation of cultural values and their public 
interpretation. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Limited" OHV area; limiting 
vehicles to maintained roads. 


3. Acquire 90 mineral acres, including oil and 
gas. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry and sale. Withdraw from other land 
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laws. This includes fuel wood cutting and sales; 
land or vegetation modification; grazing; land 
sale, entry or exchange, etc. 


4. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with federal 
mineral lease holders-operators and private 
mineral owner-operator On siting of development 
to minimize resource damage. 


5. Coordinate with any easement and right-of- 
way holders on maintenance and use. New 
rights-of way will be placed in existing easement 
or right-of-way disturbance. 


6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Withdraw approximately 20 acres from current 
grazing and 90 acres from future grazing. Repair 
fence at mouth of canyon to prohibit entrance of 
vehicles and livestock. 


8. Prepare HABS documentation and conduct 
stabilization of church, houses and other struc- 
tures. 


9. Prepare interpretive brochure and sign the site 
for public visitation. 


10. Nominate to the National Register of His- 
toric Places. 


Margarita Martinez Homestead 


The Margarita Martinez Homestead ACEC is a 
10-acre parcel located in Tafoya Canyon, a side 
canyon of Largo Canyon. The homestead con- 
tains a four room house, a corral complex and a 
spring. The house was constructed from local 
sandstone blocks and had viga style roofs. The 
wall between the kitchen and living room was 
constructed by using upright juniper posts placed 
adjacent to each other and then plastered. The 
house was constructed in about 1908 by the 
widow Margarita Martinez who moved here 
from Corrales. 


¢ Management Goals: 


The management goals for the Margarita Marti- 
nez Homestead ACEC will be the protection and 
preservation of cultural values and their public 
interpretation. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Closed" OHV area. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders-operators on siting of 
development to minimiz« resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 


exchange, etc. 


5. No rights-of-way will be issued. 

6. Designate VRM Class II. 

7. Withdraw from current grazing and fence 
parcel below cliff to protect ACEC from vehicles 
and livestock. 


8. Prepare HABS documentation and conduct 
stabilization of house and associated features. 


9. Prepare interpretive brochure and sign the site 
for public visitation. 


10. Nominate to the National Register of His- 
toric Places. 


Santos Peak 


Santos Peak is a 120-acre ACEC containing the 
isolated mesa referred to as Santos Peak. Here 


in 1704 the Roque Madrid campaign met the 
Navajo in battle on August 12th. An unknown 
number of Navajo were killed or injured while 
five New Mexicans were wounded. Madrid 
could not take the mesa and the battle was 
considered a victory for the Navajo. 


¢ Management Goals: 


The management goals for Santos Peak ACEC 
will be the protection and preservation of the 
peak and surrounding area for its historic values. 


¢ Management Prescriptions: 


1. Prepare a Cultural Resource Management 
Plan. 


é 
2. Designate as a "Limited" OHV area. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders-operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
exchange, etc. 


5. Coordinate with right-of-way holder on main- 
tenance and use of rights-of-way. New rights-of- 
way will be placed within existing right-of-way 
disturbance. 

6. Designate VRM Class II. 


8. Conduct additional research on the battle 
through both written and oral tradition. 


9. Conduct Class III cultural inventory. 


10. Nominate to the National Register of His- 
toric Places. 











7. Native American Traditional Use 
and Sacred Areas 





Four areas were identified as Native American 
Traditional Use and Sacred Areas in the 1988 
RMP. One of these four areas is Gobernador 
Knob SMA. Since preparation of the RMP it 
has been determined that a 40-acre parcel is not 
large enough to adequately manage the sensitive 
resources of Gobernador Knob and the surround- 
ing area. The SMA is proposed to be designated 
as an ACEC, enlarged, and renamed to the 
Navajo name. 


Cho’li’i [Gobernador Knob] 


The Cho’li’i (Gobernador Knob] ACEC is a 360- 
acre parcel containing Gobernador Knob and the 
Surrounding area.. The knob, known as Cho’li’i 
by the Navajo, is important in the Navajo narra- 
tive accounts of origin. This is where First Man 
found Changing Woman as an infant and is one 
of the six most commonly mentioned sacred 
mountains of the Navajo. 


¢ Management Goal: 


The management goal for the Cho’li’i [Gober- 
nador Knob] ACEC will be the protection and 


preservation of cultural, visual and social values. 
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¢ Management Prescriptions: 
1. Prepare Cultural Resource Management Plan. 


2. Designate as a "Limited" OHV area; limiting 
vehicles to maintained roads. 


3. Attach a no surface occupancy stipulation on 
new oil and gas leases. Coordinate with existing 
oil and gas lease holders-operators on siting of 
development to minimize resource damage, as 
well as visual and social values. 


4. Withdraw from future mineral (non-oil and 
gas) entry or sale, and other land laws. This 
includes fuel wood cutting and sales; land or 
vegetation modification; and land sale, entry or 
exchange, etc. 


5. Coordinate with right-of-way holder on main- 
tenance and use of rights-of-way. New rights-of- 
way will be placed within existing right-of-way 
disturbance. 


6. Designate VRM Class II. 


7. Conduct Class III cultural and ethnographic 
inventories. 


8. Nominate to the National Register of Historic 
Places. 
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Appendix A 


Legal Descriptions of Proposed ACECs 





NAME LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
Chacoan Outliers 
Toh-la-kai T16N R18W Sec. 33 SW/4SE/4SE/4 
Bee Burrow T1I9N R11W = Sec. 27 W/2SW/4, S/2NW/4 
Sec. 28 SE/4, S/2NE/4 
Sec. 29 SW/4SE/4 
Sec. 33 N/2N/2NE/4 
Indian Creek T20N R13W_ Sec. 7 S/2NW/4, W/2SW/4NE/4 
Upper Kin Klizhin T20N R11W Sec. 22 NE/4NE/4 
Sec. 23 W/2NW/4NW/4 
Bis sa’ani T21N ROW _ Sec. 3 portions of N/2NW/4 
Sec. 4 portions of N/2N/2 
Morris 41 T32N R13W Sec. 15 SE/4SW/4, portions of NE/4SW/4 
portions of W/2SW/4SE/4 
Andrews Ranch T14N R11W Sec. 32 NE/4NE/4SE/4, S/2SE/4NE/4 
Sec. 33 all 
Sec. 34 SW/4, NE/4SE/4, S/2SW/4NE/4, 
W/2NE/4SE/4, SW/4SE/4NE/4 
Church Rock Outlier T16N R16W Sec. 20 SE/4 
Chacoan Roads 
North Road 
Segment 1 T23N RIOW Sec. 17 W/2W/2SW/4 
Sec. 18 W/2W/2W/2 
Sec. 19 W/2W/2W/2 
Sec. 30 W/2W/2W/2 
T23N R11W_ Sec. 12 SE/4 
Sec.13 E/2 
Sec. 24 E/2 
Sec. 25 SE/4 
Segment 2 T23N RIOW Sec 6 W/2W/2 
T23N R11W Sec. 1 N/2SE/4, SW/4SE/4, N/2SE/4SE/4, 
T24N R1OW _ Sec. 31 W/2W/2 
T24N R11W_s Sec. 36 E/2 
Segment 3 T24N RIOW = Sec. 7 W/2W/2 
Sec. 18 W/2W/2 
Sec. 19 W/2W/2 
Sec. 30 NW/4NW/4 
T24N R11W Sec. 12 E/2SE/4 
Segment 4 T24N R11W Sec. 1 E/2SE/4 
Segment 5 T25N RIOW Sec. 30 SW/4 
Sec. 31 NW/4 
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-continued- 
NAME LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
Segment 6 T25N R1OW _ Sec. 19 E/2NW/4, E/2NW/4NW/4, 
E/2SW/4NW/4, W/2W/2NE/4 
Segment 7 T25N R10OW Sec. 6 E/2NW/4, E/2SW/4, W/2SE/4 
Sec. 7. E/2W/2W/2 
T26N RIOW = Sec. 6 E/2 
Sec. 7 E/2 
Sec. 18 E/2 
Sec. 19 W/2E/2, W/2E/2E/2. E/2E/2W/2 
Sec. 30 W/2E/2, W/2E/2E/2. E/2E/2W/2 
Sec. 31 W/2E/2, E/2W/2 
T27N R1OW | Sec. 31 E/2 
Ah-shi-sle-pah Road T22N R11W Sec. 6 all 
Crownpoint Steps/Herrad. TI6NR12W _ Section 6 all 
Navajo Refugee (Pueblito) Sites 
Deer House T24N R7W _ Sec. 15 NW/4NW/4 
NM 01-39344 T27N R7W _ Sec. 33 NE/4SW/4, NW/4SE/4 
Kachina Mask T28N R8W _ Sec. 11 SW/4SE/4SW/4 
Hummingbird T24N R6W _ Sec. 29 NW/4SW/4 
Blanco Mesa T26N R8W _ Sec. 12 S/2NW/4SE/4, N/2SW/4SE/4, S/2NE/4SW/4, 
SE/4NW/4SW/4, E/2SW/4SW/4, NE/4SE/4SW/4, 
W/2SE/4SW/4 
Ye’is-in-Row T28N R6W _ Sec. 20 NW/4NE/4 
Kiva T26N R7W _ Sec. 14 W/2NE/4NE/4, E/2NW/4NE/4 
Pretty Woman T25N R8W _ Sec. 21 E/2E/2NE/4 
Sec. 22 W/2W/2NW/4 
° Gomez Point T27N R7W _ Sec. 1 S2SW/4NW/4, N/2SW/4SW/4, 


Navajo Habitation Sites (Non-pueblito) 
Gould Pass Camp T27N R7W 
T27N R8SW 
Superior Mesa Community T26N R7W 


Petroglyph and Pictograph Sites 
Pregnant Basketmaker T30N R8W 
Encerrio Canyon T28N R6W 
NM 01-39236 T27N R6W 


SW/4SE/4NW/4, NW/4NE/4SE/4 


Sec. 6 W/2SW/4NW/4 

Sec. 1 E/2SE/4NE/4 

Sec 26 W/2W/2, W/2NE/4NW/4, W/2SE/4NW/4, 
W/2SNE/4SW/4, W/2SE/4SW/4 

Sec 27 E/2E/2 


Sec 35 S/2SW/4NE/4SW/4, N/2NW/4SE/4SW/4 
Sec. 29 S/2NE/4 
Sec 6 NW/4NW/4SW/4 
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-continued- 
NAME LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
Delgadita/Pueblo Canyons T28NR7W _ Sec.16 W/2NE/4, N/2N/2SW/4, S/2S/2NW/4, 
N/2N/2SE/4 
Cibola Canyon T26N R7W Sec. 36 S/2SE/4SW/4 
T25N R7W Sec 1 N/2NE/4NW/4 
Bi Yaazh T24N R7W Sec 23 E2NW/4NW/4, W/2NE/4NW/4 
Four Ye’i T24N R6W __ Sec. 10 SE/ANW/4SE/4, SW/4NE/4SE/4, 
NE/4S W/4SE/4, NW/4SE/4SE/4 
Largo Canyon Star Ceiling T27NR8W Sec 3 N/2SE/4SE/4 
Star Spring T29N R8W _ Sec. 35 E/2SE/4NE/4 
Sec. 36 W/2W/2SW/4NW/4 
Blanco Star Panel T28N ROW _ Sec. 26 S/2SE/4SW/4 
Shield Bearer T30N R8W __ Sec. 34 SE/4NE/4NE/4, NE/4SE/4NE/4 
Sec. 35 SW/ANW/4NW/4, NW/4SW/4NW/4 
Big Star T27N R7W _ Sec. 3 SE/4SE/4 
Rabbit Tracks T27N R6W _ Sec. 6 S2NE/4ANW/4NW/4, N/2SE/4NW/4NW/4 
Carrizo Cranes T27N R6W _ Sec. 6 NE/4NE/4SW/4, N/2SE/4NE/4S W/4 
Martinez Canyon T27N R6W _ Sec. 10 W/2SW/4SE/4, E/2SE/4SW/4 
Historic Sites 
Dogie Canyon School T26N R6W Sec. 19 NW/4NE/4S W/4 
Rock House-Nestor Martin T25NR6W _ Sec. 27 W/2SW/4SW/4 
Homestead Sec. 28 E/2E/2SE/4SE/4 
Gonzales Canyon-Senon S. T25NR6W _ Sec 23 E/2SE/4NE/4 
Vigil Homestead Sec. 24 W/2SW/4NW/4 
Martin Apodaco Homestead T25NR6W _ Sec. 35 NW/4NE/4SW/4, N/2NW/4SW/4, SE/4NW/4, 
S/2SW/4NW/4 
Margarita Martinez T24N R6W _ Sec. 10 SE/ANW/4NW/4 
Homestead 
Santos Peak T27N RSW _ Sec. 6 SE/4SE/4, S/2NE/4SE/4, SE/4NW/4SE/4, 


E/2,SW/4NE/4 
Sec. 7 N/2NE/4NE/4, NE/4NW/4NE/4 


Native American Traditional Use and Sacred Areas 
Cho’li’i [Gobernador Knob] T28N R5W _ Sec. 22 SE/4SE/4 


Sec. 23 S/2SW/4 
Sec. 26 NW/4 
Sec. 27 E/2NE/4 
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Appendix B 
Relevance and Importance Criteria 


Introduction 


The resource values of areas nominated for designation as ACECs are reviewed for consistency with 
the Importance and Relevance Criteria discussed in BLM Manual 1613.11 (Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern). Those areas that do not contain resource values meeting the importance and 
relevance criteria are dropped from further consideration. The following is a listing and description of 
the criteria for the 44 new proposed cultural ACECs. 


A. Relevance. An area meets the "relevance" criteria if it contains one or more of the following: 


1. Significant historic, cultural, or scenic value (including but not limited to rare or sensitive 
archaeological resources and religious or cultural resources important to Native Americans). 
2. A fish and wildlife resource (including but not limited to habitat for endangered, sensitive or 
threatened species, or habitat essential for maintaining species diversity). 

3. A natural process or system (including but not limited to endangered, sensitive, or 
threatened plant species; rare, endemic, or relic plants or plant communities which are 
terrestrial, aquatic, or riparian; or rare geological features). 

4. Natural hazards (including but not limited to areas of avalanche, dangerous flooding, 
landslides, unstable soils, seismic activity, or dangerous cliffs). A hazard caused by human 
aciion may meet the relevance criteria if it is determined through the resource management 
planning process that it has become part of a natural process. 


B. Importance. The value. resource, system, process, or hazard described above must have substantial 
significance. This ,enera! means that the value, resource, system, process, or hazard is characterized 
by one or more of the following: 


1. Has more than locally significant qualities which give it special worth, consequence, 
meaning, distinctiveness, or cause concern, especially when « »mpared to similar resources. 

2. Has qualities or circumstances that make it fragile, sensitive, rare, irreplaceable, exemplary, 
unique, endangered, threatened, or vulnerable to adverse change. 

3. Has been recognized as warranting protection in order to satisfy national priority concerns 
or to Carry out the mandates of the Federal Land Policy Management Act (FLPMA). 

4. Has qualities which warrant highlighting in order to satisfy public or management concern 
about safety and public welfare. 

5. Poses a significant threat to human life and safety or to property. 


Relevance and Importance of Potential Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 


The relevance and importance of the ; »posed ACECs are discussed as groups by site types. Seven 
site types have been identified: (1) Chacoan Outliers Group, (2) Chacoan Roads, (3) Navajo Refugee 
(Pueblito) Sites, (4) Navajo Habitation Sites (Non-pueblito), (5) Petroglyph and Pictograph Sites, (6) 
Historic Sites, and (7) Native American Traditional Use and Sacred Areas. 
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Chacoan Outliers 


The cultural resources contained within the eight Chacoan Outliers have values meeting importance 
and relevance criteria Al, B1, B2 and B3. 


In the last 25 years extensive research has revealed the link between Chaco Canyon and other large 
Pueblo II sites within the San Juan Basin and surrounding areas. A complex social system extended 
over much of the Four Comers region during Pueblo II and early Pueblo II. Researchers have 
identified this segment of the Eastern Anasazi as the Chaco Culture. Large public architecture was 
constructed in Chaco Canyon with buildings containing up to 800 rooms and associated kivas, or 
ceremonial subterrerian structures. Located outside of Chaco Canyon are structures with similar 
architectural elements including pre-planned floor plans, core and veneer walls, enclosed and great 
kivas and large, high ceilinged rooms. Associated with the structures both in Chaco Canyon and 
Outside are extensive landscape architecture including roads, berms, platforms, and "moats". The 
Chaco Culture flourished for just over 200 years and ended after the shift of cultural dominance from 
Chaco Canyon to the river valleys associated with the San Juan, Animas and La Plata drainages. 


Four Chacoan outliers were designated as ACECs and four as SMAs in the 1988 RMP. Andrews 
Ranch was designated as a SMA and is being enlarged and designated as an ACEC at this time. Five 
existing ACECs / SMAs have been listed on the World Heritage List. Toh-la-kai, Bee Burrow, Indian 
Creek, Upper Kin Klizhin, Bis sa’ani, Morris 41 and Church Rock Outlier have architectural features 
similar to the existing ACECs and SMAs. They contain architectural and archaeological values which 
would also qualify them for inclusion on the World Heritage List and National! Register of Historic 
Places. In many cases, the proposed ACECs are in more pristine condition and have more extensive 
Basketmaker III and Pueblo I occupations than sites with current ACEC/SMA designation. 


Because there are so few Chacoan outliers and most are not under federal ownership, it is important 
that these fragile, irreplaceable sites be protected to ensured long-term protection and preservation. 


Chacoan Roads 


The cultural resources contained within the North Road, Ah-shi-sle-pah Road, and Crownpoint Steps 
and Herradura have values meeting relevance criteron Al, and importance criteria B1, B2 and B3. 


Chacoan roads are a resource unique to the Four Corners region. Most of them are 30 feet wide and 
extend for up to 40 or more miles. The Chacoan "Great" North Road is one of the most spectacular 
roads, extending straight north from Chaco Canyon to Kutz Canyon, then continuing on to Salmon 
Ruin. In places the road consists of two parallel roads, and in one location there are four parallel 
roads which have been referred to as the "Quads." This is the only place where four parallel roads are 
known to exist. The Ah-shi-sle-pah Road is primarily located on non-federal lands. Only one 
segment has been identified on federal lands. The Crownpoint Steps and Herradura are located south 
of Crownpoint and are near the end of the South Road. Here the road climbs on top of the mesa via a 
set of steps with an herradura adjacent to the road. This is one of the few known road segments 
located on the upper mesas of the San Juan Basin. All Chacoan road segments meet relevance and 
importance criteria for ACEC designation due to their uniqueness and importance to the Chacoan 
system. 
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Most of the identified roads are located on non-federal lands and are not afforded identification, long- 
term protection and preservation. Chaco Canyon and several of the outliers have been listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places and the World Heritage List. The roads are an integral part of the 
whole Chacoan System which has received world wide attention since its first publicity in the late 
1800s. 


Chacoan Roads are fragile and irreplaceable. Because of their often ephemeral signature, they have 
been overlooked in past cultural inventories and have been impacted by various surface disturbing 
activities. Few long stretches of the roads remain undisturbed. 


Navajo Refugee (Pueblito) Sites 


The cultural resources contained within the Navajo Refugee (Pueblito) Sites have values meeting 
relevance criteron Al, and importance criteria B1, B2, and B3. 


Until recently, Navajo masonry structures dating to the Gobernador Phase have been referred to as 
Refugee Sites. Additional research has revealed that there were probably only minimal numbers of 
refugees leaving the Rio Grand Valley and surrounding areas after the Pueblo Revolt and moving into 
the Dinétah. These structures are now referred to as pueblitos in the literature. The 1988 Farmington 
RMP identified 6 Refugee Sites as ACECs and 20 as SMAs. These 26 pueblito sites have been listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places. Gomez Point, an existing SMA, will be enlarged and 
designated as an ACEC. The nine proposed ACECs have the same relevance and importance for 
ACEC consideration and listing on the National Register of Historic Places as the previously 


designated sites. 
The pueblitos are important sites in Dinétah and in the history of the Navajo people. The origin 


stories and events associated with other elements of Navajo culture are associated with the pueblitos 
and other sites. The sites are fragile and irreplaceable and warrant long-term protection and 


preservation. 
Navajo Habitation Sites (Non-pueblito) 


The cultural resources contained within the Navajo Habitation Sites (Non-pueblito) sites have values 
meeting relevance criteron Al, and importance criteria B1, B2, and B3. 





Twenty-six ACECs/SMAs were identified in the 1988 RMP to provide for protection and preservation 
of Navajo Refugee Sites. No Navajo Habitation Sites (Non-pueblito) sites were designated as 
ACECs/SMAs in the 1988 RMP. Although pueblitos are a characteristic architectural site type from 
the Gobernador Phase, fork-stick hogans were the characteristic habitation site during both the Dinétah 
and Gobernador Phases. Few fork-stick hogans remain standing or unburnt. The few sites in good 
COudition are fragile and provide the best example of what the sites were like prior to extensive 
deterioration. Continued natural deterioration and nearby development will reduce the architectural 
and archaeological data contained within these unique sites. 


Much of the Dinétah was abandoned by the Navajo by the 1770s. The architectural pattern generally 
shifted from forked-stick hogans to cribbed log or masonry hogans as the preferred pattern. Fork-stick 
hogans are rare and important to the Navajo culture, and these ACECs are good examples of this 
resource type not directly associated with pueblitos. 
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Petroglyph and Pictograph Sites 


The cultural resources contained within the Petroglyph and Pictograph Sites have values meeting 
relevance criteron Al, and importance criteria B1, B2, and B3. 


Located within the Farmington District are some of the premier petroglyphs and pictographs in North 
America. Images from Anasazi, proto-historic (early) Navajo, and historic Navajo and Hispanic 
Culture are scattered across the sandstone cliffs of the Largo and Gobernador Canyon drainages. 
Numerous books have been published which identify these resources. Recent investigations have 
recorded several sites which have been identified as proposed ACECs. Fifteen prehistoric and proto- 
historic sites have been idenuiied. Only limited interpretation of the Anasazi sites is possible due to 
their antiquity. Anasazi petroglyph sites identified for proposed ACEC designation include the 
Pregnant Basketmaker which depicts a women about to give birth along with her possible husband and 
young child and Carrizo Cranes which include four large cranes. Shield Bearer contains a series of 
images which have tentatively been identified as dating to Anasazi Pueblo IV. Encierro Canyon, 
Cibola Canyon, NM 01-39236, Big Star and Martinez Canyon contain numerous Anasazi and early 
Navajo elements. Bi Yaazh, Four Ye’i, Delgadita/Pueblo Canyons, Largo Canyon Star Ceiling, Star 
Spring, Blanco Star Panel and Rabbit Tracks are proto-historic Navajo sites containing representations 
of the "holy people", animals, astronomical features, plants, etc. Several contain star patterns on 
overhanging ceilings. The proposed ACECs contain some of the most important and spectacular 
petroglyphs and pictographs in the region and United States. 


By their very nature, all petroglyph and pictograph sites are fragile and irreplaceable. Each site is 
unique, Often representing a ceremony or a mnemonic device for a story. Petroglyph and pictograph 
sites are an important aspect of Native American cultural history and are currently visited by 
traditional tribal members to conduct ceremonies. 


Historic Sites 


The cultural resources contained within the Historic Sites have values meeting relevance criteron Al, 
and importance criteria B1, B2 and B3. 


There is little architectural evidence of the historic occupation of the San Juan Basin located on federal 
lands. Most homesteads were patented and the land and cultural resources are privately owned. The 
Margarita Martinez homestead is on federal land, but is posted with a private property sign. It was 
Only in 1996 that the BLM archaeologists determined that it was a federal site. In a 1991 iand 
exchange, the BLM acquired three homesteads, Rock House-Nestor Martin Homestead, Gonzales 
Canyon-Senon S. Vigil Homestead and all but 20 acres of the Martin Apodaco Homestead. In 
addition, it has come to the attention of the BLM that the remains of an old school house, Dogie 
Canyon School, and an historic homestead, Margarita Martinez Homestead, were located on federal 
land. Because so few historic architectural resources are located on federal lands it is important that 
they remain intact and are protected. Rock House pre-dates 1882 and may be one of the oldest 
historic sites on federal lands in the San Juan Basin. The sandstone masonry and wood contained 
within each of the historic sites is fragile and has had some deterioration in the past. Santos Peak is 
where a battle between the Sapanish and pueblo forces, lead by Roque Madrid, and the Navajo has 
been identified to have occured on August 12, 1704. 
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Because of the fragile nature of the sites and limited number of early historic sites on federal lands, 
these sites require long-term protection and preservation to insure that they continue to exist. 


Native American Traditional Use and Sacred Areas 


The cultural and social values contained within the Native American Traditional Use and Sacred Area 
has values meeting relevance criteron Al, and importance criteria B1, B2, and B3. 


Gobernador Knob was designated a 40-acre SMA in the 1988 Farmington RMP. It has been enlarged 
and renamed Cho’li’i, its Navajo name. It is the most visible topographical feature on the eastern 
horizon. It is one of the key places in the Navajo narrative of origin and stories of ancestral time. 
Over the past few years there appears to be a resurgence of traditional Native American beliefs and 
practices. The youth are becoming aware of their cultural heritage and the fact that it is compatible 
with modern America. Teaching of traditional beliefs and the associated practices is being undertaken 
in the schools and at home. Many school classes from the Navajo Reservation and surrounding areas 
visit Dinétah each year, exposing Navajo children to their own heritage, and others to the cultura! 
diversity of the region. The area is currently used by chanters and others as part of the Navajo 
religious practices. Cho’li’i (Gobernador Knob) has been found eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places as a Traditional Cultural Property. 


Cho'li’i is an integral part of the traditional Navajo belief system. It is necessary that it is protected 
and preserved for future generations. Without the continual protection of Cho’li’i and a buffer around 
the area to provide a pristine setting, an integral piece of Navajo culture will be lost or severely 
compromised. Because there is only one Cho’li’i (Gobernador Knob), it is definitely rare and unique. 
It is threatened by mineral development and increased vehicle access. Long-term protection and 
preservation is warranted for the site. 
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Appendix C 
Table C. Proposed Action and Oil and Gas Leases. 
ACEC | ACEC || Legal Description | OW and Gas | Lense Holder 
Acres 
Leases Existing Proposed Action 
Development 
Chacoan Outliers 
Toh-la-kai 10 TI6N RI8W Sec. 33 SW/4SE/4SE/4 private none acquire and withdraw private 
private minerals - when and 
if acquired 
Bee Burrow 480 TION R11W Sec. 27 WS W/4, private non: acquire and withdraw private 
S?NW/4 privaie minerals - when and 
Sec. 28 SE/4, S/2NE/4 if acquired 
Sec. 29 SW/4SE/4 
Sec. 33 N2N/2NE/4 
Qa Indian Creek 96.61 T20N RI3W Sec. 7 S2NW/4, private none acquire and withdraw private 
2. W/2SW/4NE/4 private minerals- when and 
if acquired 
Upper Kia Klizhia 60 T20N R11W Sec. 22 NE/ANE/4 private none acquire and withdraw private 
Sec. 23 WANW/4NW/4 private minerals - when and 
if acquired 
Bis sa’ani 132.7 T21N ROW Sec. 3 portions of N22ANW/4 | private none acquire and withdraw- when | private 
Sec. 4 portions of N/2N/2 and if acquired 
Maris 41 91 T32N RI3W Sec. 15 SE/4SW/4, portions | private none acquire and withdraw private 
«* NEASW/4 privaic minerals - when and 
portions of W/2S W/4SE/4 if acquired 
Andrews Ranch 640 BLM | TI4N R11W Sec. 33 all NM 95806 none 1. withdraw federal minerals | withdrawn 
60 state Sec. 32 NE/4NE/4SE/4, 60 acres state none 2. acquise and withdraw ates 
250 pvt S/2SE/4NE/4 and 250 acres private and state minerals - 
Sec. 34 SW/4, NE/4SE/4, private when and if acquired 
S/2SWI/4NE/4, W/2NE/4SE/4, 
SW/4SE/4NE/4 
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TI6N R1I6W Sec. 20 SE/4 





























Church Rock 160 NM 014735 none 1. new leases - withdraw Southwestern Public Service 
from leasing 
2. existing lease - siting to 
minimize resource damage 
Chacoan Roads 
North Road #1 1240 T23N RIOW Sec. 17 WRWRSW/4 NM 42059 none - P/A 1. new leases - no surface Dugan Production 
Sec. 18 W2RWRWR NM 86485 well occupancy Dugan Production 
Sec. 19 WRWRWR NM 51005 2. existing leases -siting to Dugan Production 
Sec. 30 W2RWRWR NM 13956 minimize resource damage Yates Peroleum 
T23N R11W Sec. 12 SE/4 40 acres not 
Sec.13 E/2 leased 
Sec. 24 E22 
Sec. 25 SE/4 
North Road #2 780 T23N RIOW Sec 6 W2WR NM 220-4 yes 1. new leases - no surface Celsius Production 
T23N R11W Sec. 1 N/2SE/4, SW/4SE/4, | NM 32124 occupancy Dugan Production 
N/2SE/4SE/4, NM 36952 2. existing leases -siting to Dugan Production 
T24N RIOW Sec. 21 WRWR minimize resource damage 
T24N R11W Sec. 36 E22 
a North Road #3 600 T24N R1OW Sec. 7 W2RWR NM 17015 none - P/A 1. new leases - no surface Dugan Production 
to Sec. 18 W2W/2 NM 54216 well occupancy Dugan Production 
Sec. 19 W2W/2 NM 43442 2. existing leases - siting to | Dugan Production 
Sec. 30 NW/4NW/4 NM 15654 minimize resource damage Dugan Production 
T24N R11W Sec. 12 E2SE/4 
Nort Road #4 80 T24N R11W Sec. 1 E2SE/4 NM 39017 no -P/A well 1. new leases - no surface Dugan Production 
occupancy 
2. existing leases - siting to 
minimize resource damage 
North Road #5 320 T25N R10W Sec. 30 SW/4 NM 96041 no - P/A well | 1. new leases - no surface Pro NM, Inc. 
Sec. 31 NW/4 occupancy 
2. existing leases - siting to 
minimize resource damage 
North Road #6 160 T25N R1IOW Sec. 19 ERNW/4, NM 23063 yes 1. new leases - withdraw Amoco 


[includes 40 acres 
Halfway Ilouse 
ACEC] 











E2NW/ANW/4, E/2SW/4NW/4, 
WWRNE/4 











from leasing 
2. existing leases - siting to 
minimize resource damage 











VS 


















































North Road #7 2720. + T25N R10W Sec. 6 E2NW/4, E/2SW/4, all minerals fed yes 1. mew leases - no surface 
2280 WI2SE/4 SF 078422 occupancy Burlington Resources 
BLM Sec. 7. E2W?, E2WRW | SF 077936 2. existing leases - siting to | Burlington Resources 
440 pvt T26N RIOW Sec. 6 E/2 SF 077942 minimize resource damage urlingtoa Resources 
Sec. 7 E/2 Si ./1942A Burlington Resources 
Sec. 18 E/2 SF 077937 Burlington Resources 
Sec 19 WRE2, WRE2E2, | SF 080425B Amoco 
E/E/2WR SF 077933 Amoco 
Sec. 30 WRE/2, SF 081051 Burlington Resources 
WREREN, E/E/2W SF 080425 Burlington Resources 
Sec. 31 WRE/2, E2WR NM 02890 Burlington Resources 
T27N R1OW Sec. 31 E/2 SF 078372 Burlington Resources 
SF 080373 Burlington Resources 
NM 8007 Dugan Production & 
Burlington Resources 
Ah-shi-sle-pah Road | 668 T22N R11W Sec. 6 not leased none 1. new leases - no surface not leased 
occupancy 
Crowapoint Steps & | 609.45 TI6N R12W Section 6 not leased none 1. new leases - no surface not leased 
Herradura occupancy 
CQ | Navajo Refugee (Pueblito) Sites 
4 
= Deer House 40 T24N R7W Sec. 15 NW/ANW/4 NM 58879 none 1. new leases - no surface Giant Exploration 
occupancy 
2. existing leases - siting to 
minimize resource damage 
NM 01-39344 80 T27N RTW Sec. 33 NE/4SW/4, SF 080213 yes 1. new leases - no surface Burlington Resources 
NW/4SE/4 occupancy 
2. existing leases - siting to 
minimize resource damage 
Kachina Mask 10 T28N R8W Sec. 11 SW/4SE/4SW/4 SF 078390 none 1. new leases - no surface Amoco 
occupancy 
2. existing lease - siting to 
minimize resource damage 
Hunwningbird 40 T24N R6W Sec. 29 NW/4SW/4 SF 078532 pone 1. new leases - no surface Chevron 




















occupancy 
2. existing Ivase - siting to 
minimize resource damage 
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Blanco Mesa 130 T26N R8W Sec. 12 S/NW/4SE/4, SF 078622 none 1. new leases - no surface Burlingtoa Resources 
N2SW/4SE/4, S22NE/4S W/4, occupancy 
SE/ANW/4SW/4, E/2SW/4SW/4, 2. existing lease - siting to 
: NE/4SE/4SW/4, W/2SE/4SW/4 minimize resource damage 
Ye’is-in-Row 40 T28N R6W Sec. 20 NW/4NE/4 SF 079193 yes 1. new leases - no surface Burliagton Resources 
occupancy 
2. existing lease - siting to 
minimize resource damage 
Kiva 40 T26N R7W Sec. 14 W2NE/4NE/4, NM 03381 yes 1. new leases - no surface Caulkins Oil 
E/2NW/4NE/4 occupancy 
2.existing lease - siting to 
minimize resource damage 
Pretty Woman 80 T25N R8W Sec. 21 E/2E/2NE/4 SF 078482 none 1. new leases - no surface Devon Energy 
Sec. 22 W/2W/2NW/4 occupancy 
2. existing lease - siting to 
minimize resource damage 
Gomez Point $0 T27N R7W Sec. 1 S/2SW/ANW/4, SF 079321-A none 1. new leases - no surface Amoco and Conoco 
N/2SW/4SW/4, SW/4SE/4NW/4, occupancy 
% NW/4NE/4SE/4 2. existing lease - siting to 
minimize resource damage 
Navajo Habitation Sites (Non-puebiito) 
Gould Pass Camp 40 T27N R8W Sec. 1 E/2SE/4NE/4 SF 078835 none 1. new leases - no surface Burlington Resources 
T27N RTW Sec. 6 W/2SW/ANW/4 NM 012201 occupancy Amoco 
2. existing lease - siting to 
Superior Mesa 400 T26N R7TW Sec 26 W2W/2, SF 078042 yes 1. new leases - no surface Amoco and Conoco 
Community WRNE/ANW/4, W/2SE/ANW/4, NM 0111-A occupancy Burlington Resources - 
WPSNE/4ASW/4, WRSE/4SW/4 2. existing leases - siting to operator 
Sec 27 ERE? minimize resource damage 
Petroglyph and Pictograph Sites 
Pregnant 10 T30N R8W Sec 35 S/2SW/4NE/ASW/4, SF 07838SA none 1. new leases - no surface Burlington Resources 
Basketmaker N2NW/4SE/4SW/4 occupancy 
2. existing lease - siting to 
minimize resource damage 











30 








Encietrro Canyon 


T28N R6W Sec. 29 S/2NE/4 


1. new leases -n0 surfave 
occupancy 

2. existing lease - siting to 
minimize resource damage 


Bolack Minerals 





NM 01-39236 


10 


T27N R6W Sec 6 NW/ANW/4SW/4 


SF 079404 


1. new leases - no surface 
occupancy 

2. existing lease - siting to 
minimize resource damage 


Amoco aad Conoco 





Delgadita/Pueblo 
Canyons 


T28N R7W Sec.i16 W2NE/4, 
N2NRSWIH4, SRSRNWI/4, N2N2SE/4 


1. new leases - no surface 
occupancy 

2 existing lease - siting to 
minimize resource damage 


Conoco 





Cibola Canyon 


T26N R7W Sec. 36 S2SE/4SW/4 state 
T25N RTW Sec 1 N/2NE/4NW/4 


1. new leases - no surface 
occupancy 

2. existing lease - siting to 
minimize resource damage 
3. acquire state minctals 


Burlington Resources 
State lease 





Bi Yaazh 


T24N R7TW Sec 23 ERNW/ANW/4, 
WRNE/ANW/4 


NM 149964A 


1. new leases - no surface 
Occupancy 

2. existing lease - siting to 
Minimize resource damage 


Grace Petroleum 





Four Ye'i 


T24N R6W Sec. 10 SE/4NW/4SE/4, 
SW/4NE/4SE/4, NE/4S W/ASE/, 
NW/4SE/4SE/4 


SF 079086 


1. new leases - no surface 


occupancy 
2. existing lease - siting to 
minimize resource dai nage 


M & M Production 





Largo Canyon Star 
Ceiling 


T27N R8W Sec 3 N/2SE/4SE/4 


SF 078481A 


1. new leases - no surface 
occupancy 

2. existing lease - siting to 
minimize resource damage 


M & G Drilling 





Star Spring 


T29N R8W Sec. 35 E/2SE/4NE/4 BLM 
36 WRW/2SWIANW/4 


1. mew leases - no surface 
occupancy 

2. existing lease - siting to 
minimize resource damage 
3. acquire state mincrals 


Amoco and Conoco 
state lease 





Blanco Star Panel 











T28N ROW Sec. 26 S/2SE/4SW/4 





SF 077111 








1. new leases - no surface 


occupancy 
2. existing leases - siting to 
minimize resource damage 





Burlington Resources 
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Shield Bearer 40 T30N R8W Sec. 34 SE/4NE/4N1/4, SF 078385-A 1. new leases - no surface Burlington Resources and St. 
NE/4SE/4NE/4 occupancy John Inst. Division 
Sec. 35 SW/ANW/4NW/4, 2. existing leases - siting to 
NW/4S W/4NW/4 minimize resource damage 
Big Star 40 T27N R7W Sec. 3 SE/4SE/4 SF 078972 1. new leases - no surface Burlingtoa Resources and 
occupancy Conoco 
2. existing leases - siting to 
minimize resource damage 
Rabbit Tracks 10 T27N R6W Sec. 6 S2NE/ANW/ANW/4, SF 079051 1. new leases - no surface Amwco and Conoco 
N?2SE/ANW/4NW/4 occupancy 
2. existing leases - siting to 
minimize resource damage 
Carrizo Canes 15 T27N R6W Sec. 6 NE/4NE/4S W/4, N?A 03583 1. new leases - no surface Amoco and Conoco 
N/2SE/4NE/4S W/4 occupancy 
2. existing leases - siting to 
minimize resource damage 
Martinez Canyon 40 T27N R6W Sec. 10 W/2SW/4SE/4, SF 079363 1. new leases - no surface Burlington Resources, San 
E/2SE/4S W/4 occupancy Juan Unocal and Sinbad 
2. existing leases - siting to Partnership/Cinco Partnership 
minimize resource dama 
Historic Sites 
Dogie Canyon. 10 T26N R6W Sec. 19 NW/4NE/4S W/4 SF 079295 1. new leases - no surface Burlington Resources 
School occupancy 
2. existing leases - siting to 
minimize resource damage 
Rock House -Nestor | 30 T25N R6W Sec. 27 WRSW/4SW/4 private 1. acquire private minerals NA 
Martin Homestead 28 E2E/2SE/4SE/4 2. new leases - no surface 
occupancy - when and if 
acquired 
Gonzales Canyon- 40 T25N R6W Sec 23 ESE/4NE/4 private 1, acquire private minerals NA 
Senon S. Vigil 24 WRSW/ANW/4 2. new leases - no surface 
Homestead. occupancy - when and if 
acquired 
Martin Apodaco 110 T25N R6W Sec. 35 NW/4NE/4S W/4, SF O79139 A - 1. new leases - no surface Kimball Oil Co. 
Homestead N2NW/4SW/4, SE/ANW/4, 20 acres occupancy 
S/2SW/4NW/4 90 private 2. existing lease - siting to 














minimize resource damage 
3. acquire private minerals 











Jr 








Margarita Martinez 10 T24N R6W Sec. 10 SE/4INW/INW/4 SF079086 nune 1. new leases - no surface WR Beavers -25% largest 
Ilomestead occupancy . holder 





























Santos Peak 120 T27N RSW Sec. 6 SE/4SE/4, SF 079393 yes 1. sew leases - no surface Burlington Resources 
S!2NE/4SE/4, SE/4NW/4SE/4, SF 079391 occupancy Burlington Resources 
E/2,SW/4NE/4 2. existing leases - siting to 
Sec. 7 N/2NE/4NE/4, minimize resource damage 
NE/4NW/4NE/4 
Native American Traditional Use and Sacred Areas 
Cho'li’i 360 T28N RSW Sec. 22 SE/4SE/4 SF 079520 yes 1. new leases -no surface Robert Bayless 
[Gobernador Knob} Sec. 23 S2SW/4 SF 079520A occupancy Burlington Resources 
Sec. 26 NW/4 SF 079519A 2. existing Icases - siting to | Burlington Resources 
Sec. 27 E/2NE/4 miaimizee resource damage 
and damage to visual and 
social values 


















































Appendix D 


Table D. Proposed Action and Rights-of-way. 












































ACEC ACEC Description Right-of-way 
Acres | Location | Existing ROWs Proposed Action 
Chacoan Outliers Group 
Toh-la-kai 10 TI6N R1I8W Sec. 33 SW/4SE/4SE/4 1 easement no new 
Bee Burrow 480 TION RILW Sec. 27 W2SW/4, S2NW/4 none knowa no new 
Sec. 28 SE/4, S/2NE/4 
Sec. 29 SW/4SE/4 
Sec. 33 N2N2NE/4 
Indian Creek 96.61 T20N RI3W Sec. 7 SAANW/4, W2SW/4NE/4 | none no new 
Upper Kin Klizhio 60 T20N R11W Sec. 22 NE/4NE/4 pone Bo new 
Sec. 23 W2NW/4NW/4 
Bis sa‘ ani 132.7 T21N ROW Sec. 3 portions of N/AANW/4 pone no new 
Sec. 4 portions of N/2N/2 
Morris 41 91 T32N RI3W Sec. 15 SE/4SW/4, portions of NW Pipeline (2) no new 
NE/4SW/4 
portions of W/2S W/4SE/4 
Andrews Ranch 640 BLM TI4N R11W Sec. 33 all easements? Ao new 
310 State Sec. 32 NE/4NE/4SE/4, S/2SE/4NE/4 
and pv Sec. 34 SW/4, NEMSE/4, 
S/?SWI/4ANE/4, WRNE/4SE/4, SW/4SE/4NE/4 
Church Rock Outlier 160 TI6N RI6W Sec. 20 SEM PHS IHS (1) existing disturbance 
McKinley Co (1) 
Chacoan Reads 
North Road #1-5 and 7 $460 BLM | North Road Segment | Segment | 1. No new on select 
440 pvt T23N RIOW Sec. 17 WRWRSWH SJ County (1) identified preshistoric roads 
Sec. 18 W2WRWR 2. Existing disturbance 
Sec. 19 W2WAWR 3. Others locations with 
Sec. 30 WRWRWNR special consideration 
4. Expanded survey and 
recording 

















1d 














c-d 























North Road #1-5 and 7 coat. T23N R11W Sec. 12 SE/4 Segment 2 
Sec.13 E2 Dugan (2) 
Sec. 24 E/4 
Sec. 25 SE/4 Segmem 3 
TX-NM pipe (1) 
North Road Segment 2 
T23N RIOW Sec 6 W2WR Segmem 4 
T23N R11W Sec. 1 N/2SE/4, SW/4SE/4, S$} County (1) 
N2SE/4SE/4, 
T24N RIOW Sec. 31 W2W2 Segmem 5 
T24N R1IW Sec. % E22 E) Paso FS (8) 
Giaat Expl (1) 
North Road Segment 3 
T24N RIOW Sec. 7 W2WNR Segment 7 
Sec. 18 W2WN WGP Blanco (1) 
Sec. 19 W2WN Paso FS (22) 
Sec. 30 NW/ANW/4 San Juan County (2) 
T24N R11W Sec. 12 E/2SE/4 Jemez Mia (3 ) 
Amoco (1) 
North Road Segment 4 NW Pipe (6) 
T24N R11W Sec. 1 E/2SE/4 Unioa Oil (1) 
Ciniza (1) 
North Road Segment 5 Mapco (3) 
T2S5N RIOW Sec. 30 SW/4 Mia Bell (1 ) 
Sec. 31 NW/4 NM Hghway(1) 
FHWA (1) 
North Road Segmeat 7 Gas CO NM (1) 
T25N R1IOW Sec. 6 E2NW/4, E2SW/4, Burlington (1) 
W/SE/4 City of Farmington (1) 
Sec. 7. E2W?, E2WRWR unknowa easements 
T26N RIOW Sec. 6 E72 
Sec. 7 E72 
Sec. 18 E22 
Sec 19 WRE2, WRE?2E?, 
ERE2WR 
Sec. 30 WRE?2, WRE2E/2, 
ERE2WR 
Sec. 31 WEN, ERWR 
T27N RiOW Sec. 31 E2 
North Road #6 [includes 40 acres Halfway | 160 T2S5N RIOW Sec. 19 E2NWH, Public Srv NM (1) Bo new 
House ACEC] EANWHNW/4, E/2SWHNW/4, W2WRNE/4 | Amoco (1) 
WGP Blanco (1) 
NW Pipeline (2) 








Ia 











€-d 



























































Ah-shi-sle-pah Road 668 T22N R1IW Sec. 6 Jemez Min (1) 1. No new on identified 
prehistoric road. 
2. Existing disturbance 
3, Others locations with 
special consideration 
4. Expanded survey and 
recording 
Crownpoint Steps & Herradura 699.45 TI6ON RI2W Sec. 6 none no new 
Navajo Refugee (Puebite) Sites 
Deer House 40 T24N RTW Sec. 15 NW/ANW/4 none ao new 
NM 01-39344 80 T27N RT7W Sec. 33 NE/4SW/4, NW/4SE/4 Paso FS (1) existing disturbance 
Kachina Mask 10 T28N R8W Sec. 11 SW/4SE/4SW/4 none no new 
Hummingtird 40 T24N R6W Sec. 29 NW/4SW/4 none no new 
Blanco Mesa 130 T26N R8W Sec. 12 SANW/4SE/4, none no new 
N2SWHSE/4, S2NE/4SW/4, 
SE/ANWMSW/4, E/2SWHSW/4, 
NE/4SE/4SW/4, W22SE/4SW/4 
Ye'is-in-Row 40 T28N R6W Sec. 20 NW/4NE/4 NW Pipeline (2) existing disturbance 
Williams FS (1) 
Jemez Min (1) 
Kiva 0 T26N RTW Sec. 14 W2NE/4NE/4, WGP Blaaco (3) existing disturbance 
E/2NW/4NE/4 Paso FS (1) 
Pretty Woman 80 T25N RSW Sec. 21 E/2E/2NE/4 pone no new 
Sec. 22 WRWRNWH 
Gomez Point 50 T27N RTW Sec. 1 S2SWHNW/4, Jemez Mia. (1) existing disturabance 
N2SWHSW/4, SW/4SE/ANWH, Paso FS (2) 
NW/4NE/4SE/4 
Navajo Habiation Sikes (Non-puebiite) 
Gould Pass Camp 40 T27N R8W Sec. 1 E/2SE/4NE/4 E] Paso FS (1) existing disturbance 
T27N RTW Sec. 6 W/2SW/NW/4 





Sb 














T26N RTW Sec 26 W2W?, WRNE/ANW/4, Paso FS (1) 












































Superior Mesa Community 400 existing disturbance 
WSE/4NW/4, W2SNEMSW/4, 
WRSE/ASW/4 
Sec 27 ERE? 
Petroglyph and Pictograph 
Pregnant Basketmaker 10 T30N R8W Sec 35 SRSW/4NE/4SW/4, Burlington (1) existing disturbance 
N/2NW/4SE/4SW/4 WPG Blanco ()) 
Paso FS (1) 
Encierro Canyon 80 T28N R6W Sec. 29 S2NE/4 Paso FS (1) existing disturbance 
NM 01-39236 10 T27N R6W Sec. 6 NW/4NW/4SW/4 Jemez Mia (1) existing disturbance 
Paso FS (2) 
Delgadita/Pueblo Canyons 160 BLM T28N R7W Sec. 16 W/2NE/4, N/2N/2SW/4, Jemez Mia (2) existing disturbance 
20 private S/2S2NW/4, N2AN2SW/4 El Paso FS (7) 
Moasaato (1) 
Burlington (1) 
uoknowa easements 
Cibola Canyon 10 BLM T26N R7W Sec. 36 S/2SE/4SW/4 state none existing disturbance 
10 State T25N RTW Sec 1 N2NE/4ANW/4 
Bi Yaazh 40 T24N R7W Sec 23 E2NW/4NW/4, none no new 
WNE/ANW/4 
Four Ye’i 40 T24N R6W Sec. 10 SE/4ANW/4SE/4, 1 easement no new 
SW/4NE/4SE/4, NE/4S W/4SE/4, 
NW/4SE/4SE/4 
Largo Canyon. Star Ceiling 20 T27N RSW Sec 3 N/2SE/4SEM E] Paso FS (1) existing disturbance 
Star Spring 20 BLM T29N RSW Sec. 35 E/2SE/4ANE/4 BLM none no new 
10 State Sec. % W2AWRSWIANW/4 
Blanco Star Panel 20 T28N ROW Sec. 26 S2SE/4SW/4 none Bo new 
Shield Bearer 40 T30N RSW Sec. 34 SE/4NE/ANE/4, none - bladed road existing disturabance 
NE/4SE/4NE/4 
Sec. 35 SW/A4NW/ANW/4, 
NW/4S W/NW/4 
Big Star 40 T27N R7TW Sec. 3 SE/4SE/4 none a0 new 
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Rabbit Tracks 10 T27N R6W Sec. 6 S2NE/4ANW/4NW/4, easements existing disturbance 
N2SE/ANW/ANW/4 
Carrizo Cranes 15 T27N R6W Sec. 6 NE/4NE/4S W/4, none no new 
N/2SE/4NE/4SW/4 
Martinez Canyon 40 T27N R6W Sec. 10 W2SW/SE/4, Jemez Min (1) existing disturbance 
E/2SE/4SW/4 Paso FS (4) 
Historic Sites 
Dogie Canyon School 10 T26] 1 R6W Sec. 19 NW/4NE/4S W/4 none existing disturbance 
Rock House-Nestor Martin Homestead 30 T2SN R6W Sec. 27 WRSW/4SW/4 easements no new 
Sec. 28 E/2E/2SE/4SE/4 
Gonzales Canyon-Senon S.Vigil 40 T2SN R6W Sec 23 E/2SE/4NE/4 none no new 
Homestead. Sec. 24 W2SWHNW/4 
Martin Apodaco Homestead 110 T25N R6W Sec. 35 NW/4NE/SW/4, Shell Oil Co (1) existing disturbance 
N2NW/4S W/4, SE/ANW/4, S2SW/4NW/4 
9 Margarita Martinez Homestead 10 T24N R6W Sec. 10 SE/ANW/4NW/4 E) Paso FS (1) no new 
wn Santos Peak 120 T27N RSW Sec. 6 SE/4SE/4, S22NE/4SE/4, NW Pipeline (3) existing disturbance 
SE/4NW/4SE/4, E/2,SW/4NE/4 Jemez Mia (1) 
Sec. 7 N2NE/4NE/4, El Paso FS (1) 
NE/4NW/4NE/4 
Native American Traditional Use & 
Sacred Areas 
Cho'li’i (Gobernador Knob} 360 T28N RSW Sec. 22 SE/4SE/4 NW Pipeline (1) existing disturbance 
Sec. 23 S2SW/4 El Paso FS (1) 
Sec. 26 NW/4 


Sec. 27 B2NEM 
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Appendix E 
List of Preparers 








Name "RMP Responsibility Education Experience 





Elizabeta Allison Planning Process BS-Commercial Art BLM - 20 years 
BS-Wildlife Biology Planning and 


Environmental Coordinator, 
Natural Resource Specialist 
Peggy Gaudy Cultural Resources — BS-Anthropology BLM - 17 years 
MA-Anthropology Archaeologist 
Ray Sanchez Grazing Management BS-Range Science BLM - 22 years 
Range Management Specialist 


Internal BLM Document Review Provided by: 


Ilyse Auringer - Team Lead, Land Resources Team, Farmington District 
Charlie Beecham - Team Lead, Solid Minerals Team, Farmington District 

Jim Copeland - Archaeologist, Farmington District 

Jerry Crockford - Realty Specialist, Farmington District 

Don Ellsworth - Environmental Protection Specialist, Farmington District 

Joel Farrell - Assistant District Manager - Lands and Renewable Resources, Farmington District 
Stephen Fosberg - State Archaeologist, New Mexico State Office 

John Hansen - Wildlife Biologist, Farmington District 

John Keller - Assistant District Manager - Minerals, Farmington District 

Mark Kelly - Team Lead, Inspection and Enforcement, Farmington District 

Bob Moore - Team Lead, Renewable Resources, Farmington District 

John Phillips - Associa.e District Manager, Farmington District 

Lee Otteni - District Manager, Farmington District 

David Redhorse - Native American Coordinator, New Mexico State Office 
Duane Spenser - Team Lead, Drilling and Production Team, Farmington District 
JW Whitney - Planner, New Mexico State Office 

Dale Wirth - Soil Scientist, Farmington District 
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